
Term 4, 15th October 2020 
Greenhills is G.R.E.A.T.  

Grit, Respect, Effort, Adventure, Teamwork 

Term 4 - Week 2, 2020 
 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
 

 

WELCOME BACK! 

 

This has been the best first week of a term 4 on record! My evidence for this are the smiles on faces each day as students 

walk in the gates. I am pleased to report that our students have re-settled back into the routine as smoothly as could be 

expected, but I know there are also some very tired students as well. The stamina required for a full school week on-site is 

very different to that of Remote Learning. For starters, voices are being used much more with students catching up with 

friends and classmates. We know it will take time and there will be some bumps along the way for some if us, but all in all 

a GREAT week for Greenhills.  

There are some exciting things happening this term and I encourage you to stay in contact with us each week. Even 

though Remote Learning has stopped (for now and hopefully forever) we want our partnership with you to continue as 

strongly as ever. With this in mind – there is some important news at the end of this newsletter section around our new 

school communications and management system plans. 
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iPads in 2021 

Thank you to those families who have emailed me with their feedback and thoughts around our plans to extend the 1:1 

iPad program next year. As with any feedback there has been a range of very supportive comments and also some 

expressing concerns and those seeking more information. Some GREAT questions have been asked as we continue to 

communicate how this would all work and what it all means.  
 

I have included a response to some of these questions in this newsletter along with a one-page flyer that summarises our 

thinking and operations.  
 

I thought it would be useful to provide my own thoughts as well. If you had asked me a couple of years ago would I be 

advocating a school to introduce or extend an IPad program I would have said no possible way. However, having seen the 

level of growth in our students capacity and as importantly what our staff has implemented during Remote Learning has 

changed my thinking.  
 

In a nutshell I don’t believe that we can capitalise on some of the key gains we have made this year without moving to an 

environment where students can have easier and quicker access to an iPad. There are two very powerful examples I can 

outline to explain this. 

#1 – Instant and in-time access to teacher instructional videos. 

Our staff did an amazing job creating short and effective teacher instructional videos to assist our students to understand 

key learning concepts with a particular focus on Literacy & Numeracy. Teachers used these to explain, guide and assist 

both the student and parent/s. When reflecting on what lessons we have learnt and what changes we will make to 

improve learning back at school, our staff identified how these videos enabled students to access explanations, re-watch 

and re-visit and work at their own speed and in their own time. We now have a bank of quality instructional videos and 

plan to continue developing more so that we cover all key learning areas.  
 

Imagine a student within class being able to access any of these at any stage they needed to. It might be to get some 

extra help, to refresh a previously covered topic, check to see if they have achieved a learning goal etc. This could be done 

at anytime and at the exact point of need, even if the teacher was working with another student or small group.   
 

The importance of having this access was highlighted during our student feedback sessions this weeks. Janine Hough and 

Brad Ryan have been meeting with groups of students across the school workshopping some of the best parts of remote 

learning and hearing directly from students about why they were successful at learning. During these sessions, several 

students reported how much they got out of being able to individually listen to the instruction or what was being taught, 

pausing, re-winding and just being able to work at their own pace.  
 

Having 1;1 ipad’s would effectively enable us to turn 1 x teacher for the whole class into 25 teachers at the same time!  
 

#2 – Enabling students to explain their thinking. 

In education speak we call this “metacognition” and it is becoming increasingly important to learning. Having an iPad “on 

call” would enable students to easily record their thinking e.g. describing the strategy they used to solve a maths 

problem. This could then be shared with the teacher and the parent which provides a deeper insight into what the 

student can do and where the next steps for their learning are. Most importantly it enables our students to have deep 

agency and voice into their learning which is critical to success and growth.  
 

Our current bank of devices (currently banks of between 6-10 devices per classroom) would not offer this flexibility or 

personalised approach as students would not have ready access when they might need it most. We need this to happen 

at the key moment and not have to be scheduled in, put on hold or having the need to wait for a device.  
 

Overall our staff team want to stress the point that having iPad’s across the school does not mean we change over to non-

stop screen time and do away with our pens, pencils and books. Our plan is to use iPads to enhance the learning when it 

makes sense to do so. The time that we currently spend on hands on learning, reading actual books, writing with pens and 

pencils will largely remain the same.  
 

We will be hosting an information night for all Prep to Year 4 families (currently our Year 5’s and 6’s have a 

1;1 iPad program) via Webex on Wednesday 28th October at 6.30pm. 
 

Here is the link and meeting number / password:   
 

https://eduvic.webex.com/eduvic/j.php?MTID=medf0407cd4efe062161d88566bc39b19 

 
 

Meeting number: 165 592 2573       Password: wqMNpBzX633 

https://eduvic.webex.com/webappng/sites/eduvic/meeting/download/c375df2867d64dc786858066603e8880?siteurl=eduvic&MTID=medf0407cd4efe062161d88566bc39b19
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The session will be recorded and available afterwards. 

Please feel free to continue sending your feedback, thoughts and questions through to me. 

 

WE WANT OUR PARENTS TO TELL US WHAT THEY THINK! 

Our school is conducting a survey to find out what parents think of our school. The Parent Opinion Survey is an annual 

survey offered by the Department of Education and Training that is conducted amongst all parents. It is designed to assist 

schools in gaining an understanding of parents’ perceptions of school climate, student behaviour, student engagement 

and experiences of remote and flexible learning. Our school will use the survey results to help inform and direct future 

school planning and improvement strategies.  

 

All parents will be invited to participate in this year’s survey. All responses to the survey are anonymous. This year, the 

Parent Opinion Survey will be conducted from Monday 19th October to Friday 13th November. 

 

The survey will be conducted online, only takes 20 minutes to complete, and can be accessed at any convenient time 

within the fieldwork period on desktop computers, laptops, tablets or smartphones. The online survey will be available in 

a range of languages other than English. These include: Arabic, Vietnamese, Mandarin, Chin (Hakha), Hindi, Japanese, 

Somali, Turkish, Punjabi and Greek. 

 

An invitation to the survey with a link and password will be sent out via email on Monday 19th October. 

 

Please contact me if you would like more information. 

 

CARPARK AND LOCAL STREETS 

With the return to on-site learning, I have had a phone call from one of our neighbours asking me to remind parents 

about safe and legal car parking around the local streets. Please do not park in or over driveways, block other cars and 

just take care each morning and afternoon. The way we do this reflects on all of us as a school community and it is up to 

all of us to do the right thing all of the time. The staggered times that we currently have should make this an easier 

process for everyone as well. 

 

PARENT REQUEST PROCESS FOR TRANSITION INTO 2021 

Even though we are just back for Term 4, our team have already begun the process of organising our school structure for 

2021. Considerations around the social, emotional, academic and physical needs of each of our students will form part of 

this process. Parents are able to make requests for consideration when placing their child into their 20201class. These 

requests will only be accepted in writing (including email) and must be received by Monday 26th October. Please note that 

requests with respect to specific teachers will not be considered.  

 

Our staff will use this information as part of all the different considerations taken when building our grades. These factors 

include the social, emotional, physical and academic needs of all students. It is a complex and time consuming task as we 

try to ensure that we set up the best possible structure for a successful 2021. During this entire process our decisions are 

always guided by one major factor and that is the best interests of our students.  

 

Details relating to the school organisation, classes of children and the allocation of teachers will be released to students at 

our “Meet and Greet” day on Friday 4th December.  

 

COMPASS IS ON THE WAY 

Next year we are moving to a new school management system called Compass. This will be familiar to some families as a 

number of our local secondary schools use it. Part of the decision to move to Compass was based on parent feedback 

around the number of different platforms the school currently uses and how these can be confusing. We hope that 

Compass will streamline communication and provide access to information such as student reports and other data in an 

easier way. It will also improve many of the school’s administration processes such as school payments, excursion 

permissions and future newsfeeds. 

Stay tuned for more information as we get ready for the big roll out in 2021. 
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DOING OUR BEST FOR THE REST OF 2020… 

For the remainder of this term, we will keep working hard to provide the very best learning and school experience we can 

provide for all students. We will also aim to maintain as much normality as possible and where we can run events as 

planned we will, even if we have to adjust the way we do them.  

 

An example of this is our plans for our Year 4 students who are not able to attend their camp this year. The year 3/4 team 

will be organising a camp experience at school in a few weeks time and we have also booked a Year 5 camp for 2021 in 

Term 1. The GREAT news is that this camp is at the same venue as the Grade 4 Camp which means this cohort of students 

will not miss out at all! This is a GREAT outcome and thank you to Alex Katsogiannis and the Year 3/4 team for organizing 

this!  

 

 

 

James Penson   

Principal   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO THE FOLLOWING STUDENTS   
CELEBRATING THEIR BIRTHDAYS  

 

 

Talhia B, Jack N, Jeana B, Jack B, Ethan P 

Mia B, Patrick N, Stefan J 
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JSC NEWSBREAK 

 

Getting back to school 

 School safety 

Here at Greenhills Primary School we attend as much safety as possible. Here are some safety tips for going back to school. 
First of all at the drop off zone, always see if anyone is near you before opening your door to prevent injuries. Secondly, always 
remember to bring a mask if you are twelve or over and you are walking home. Also still keep in mind that there is a pandemic 

going around so remember to keep your hands and feet to yourself. Lastly, remember not to share food or water with any-
one .So make sure to bring one or two drink bottles because the drink taps will not be working. Extra reminder is to always 

wash your hands regularly after eating and going to the toilet . 

  

Friendly reminders 

Just some friendly reminders are that Footy Day is on Thursday so remember to wear your footy colours you could also wear a 
school polo, jumper, skirt or jacket if you would want to get changed after because it looks like a warmish day. Also just re-

member that we are not at our households anymore so watch your language and be school appropriate in the yard. The most 
important thing is that you should have your hat and bring it if you don’t because of Greenhills’ Sun Safe policy! 

  

Good behaviour 

At Greenhills we appreciate good behaviour. A good student should be a role model even if you are a younger student, we are 
all good students but let's be even better and make it much easier for the teachers. To make it easier for your teachers you 

could do some of these things 

  

-  Don’t talk over them 

- Respect them 

- Keep your hands and feet to yourselves 

- Hand sanitise when you come in to any classes 

- Play nicely with your friends 

- Focus in class 

- Get all your work done quickly and quietly but also properly 

- Try not to get distracted 

   

I’m sure all of your teachers will be proud of you for putting in your attitude toward your first week back at school and you 
have all done so amazing during remote learning! 

  

Thanks all for your input in all tasks, have a good Friday! 

  
Written by Ben C 5/6E and Masyn L 5/6J 
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1:1 iPad Program Q & A 
 

Why iPads?  
iPads provide an efficient, cost-effective way to enhance opportunities for student learning in 
our classrooms. Their ease of use, reliability and ability to engage with our specialist program 
are also significant factors in our plans to move to iPads across the school from 2021 
onwards.  
 
Why can’t we use a Samsung or Android tablet or a netbook?  
iPads allow teachers and students to efficiently access technology in a lesson, without the 
hassle of booting up like a traditional laptop or netbook. Having one consistent platform 
means teachers and students benefit from all of the features iPads provide. Our classroom 
management tools and content filters are also far more effective when covering one type of 
device.  
 
How will iPads be used in the classroom? 
At Greenhills, we use iPads to redefine how students learn. They are used so that students 
can complete tasks that are inconceivable without them. We do not use iPads to substitute 
existing literacy and numeracy processes like writing or problem solving. We are also excited 
about the potential ways an iPad can be used to enhance and extend access to teacher 
instruction  
 
How will my child learn to type if they have an iPad? 
We have a bank of wired keyboards for students to use when they are completing typing 
intensive tasks like publishing their writing or preparing presentations. For most tasks, we do 
not use iPads to replace handwriting.  
 
How much time are children going to spend on screens at school?  
This will vary according to the lesson's purpose. For some learning tasks there may be no 
screen time, however for others, the entirety of the learning task may require the use of an 
iPad. Many lessons may feature the use of an ipad for a short amount of time, for example to 
photograph or record a learning task at the end of a lesson.  
 
How do you monitor iPads and their usage at school? 
The school’s internet is filtered to block inappropriate content like social media sites and their 
related apps. In class, teachers use the Apple Classroom app, which allows them to monitor 
student activity to ensure they are on task. It also allows them to set the apps that students 
can use in a session so that they stay on task.  
 
What are the minimum iPad requirements? 
We would recommend the latest version of the 10.2-inch iPad Wi-Fi in 32GB or 128GB 
configurations as listed on our school portal.  
 
How much does an iPad cost and are there payment options?  
A base model iPad suitable for school costs approximately $450-$500. Our retail partner 
Compnow would set up payment options including 6 months interest free and a lease option 
for 24-36 months with an option to own at the end of the lease.  
 
We already have an iPad, can we use it? 
Yes - You may use any iPad provided it is no older than four years old and can run the latest 
version of iOS. We do not recommend using an iPad Mini as the small size can limit 
usability.  
 
Should I get a Cellular enabled iPad? 
We would not recommend purchasing a Cellular enabled iPad. Students will have access to 
the Internet at school (which is filtered to block any inappropriate content). As a Cellular 
enabled iPad can bypass our school network, we cannot ensure the safety of the device.  
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1:1 iPad Program Q & A continued 
 
What accessories would we need? 
To use the iPad at school, you must have a hard case, headphones and charger. If you do 
not have these accessories, you cannot use your iPad at school. The Apple Pencil (or 
similar) is optional and not a required accessory.  
 
Do iPads require a cover? 
It is essential that student iPads are brought to school in a hard case for protection. Please 
ensure that the cover protects both the front and back of the iPad. 
 
What are the benefits of purchasing an iPad from the school portal?  
The portal would allow families to purchase a new iPad and required accessories at a special 
educational price and has payment terms such as 6 or 12 months interest free.  
 
What other costs are involved?  
Regardless of whether you decide to bring your own iPad or purchase a new device from our 
portal, there will be an additional $25 Software Fee. This covers the cost of access to our 
school purchased apps and network. This is paid through Compass. 
 
Will my child’s iPad be safe at school?  
It is important that students learn to manage their own technology and take responsibility for 
keeping their iPads (and accessories) by keeping them in their cases and ensuring they are 
in a safe and secure location at all times.  When the device is not in use, students will store 
their iPads securely in their classroom. Parents should discuss with the students suitable 
storage locations for iPads whilst at home. At all times – students will not be allowed to carry 
their iPad outside of their school bag on the way to and from school. 
 
What do I do if my iPad breaks? 
If the iPad breaks due to being dropped or mistreated you will need to organise to have it 
repaired. Please visit your local Apple store or authorised repairer to explore repair options. 
 
What about warranty and service?  
For general network support, our school technician will troubleshoot and resolve issues.  
For hardware issues, such as physical damage or faults with buttons or screens, the device 
will need to be taken to an authorised Apple Service Centre.  
Additional warranty coverage can be purchased through the Greenhills iPad portal website or 
your preferred independent retailer.  
 
Which Apps will be required? 
Once the iPad has been added to the school network, it will be loaded with all of the Apps 
your child needs for education. Parents will not be required to purchase additional apps 
themselves.  
 
Can we put our own Apps/songs/media on the iPad? 
Yes, provided there is enough remaining space to ensure the educational needs of the iPad 
can still be met. Be advised that any content on the device prior to the start of the school year 
will need to be backed up, as the iPad will be cleared when being added to the network.  
Please note, the Department of Education filters and blocks inappropriate content, which will 
result in certain apps becoming unusable when connected to the school network.  
 
What is the Acceptable Use Policy? 
This policy outlines the expectations and givens when using digital technologies at Greenhills 
Primary School. Families and students are required to agree to this policy at the start of the 
school year.  
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STUDENT OF THE WEEK  Term 4  Wk.  2 PRESENTED AT ASSEMBLY 30th Oct 2020     

HERE ARE OUR SUPERSTARS for this week..  

 

 

 

NAME CLASS REASON 

Thomas R Prep BH 
For the enthusiasm and positivity he displays towards his learning. Thomas, your descriptive writing was 
AMAZING! Well Done on editing your writing and producing 5 star work!! Keep up the great effort!  

Wilbur H Prep SM 
Wilbur, I am so proud of the way you have come back to school ready and eager to learn. You have settled 
back into the classroom so well and I love seeing your big smile walk into the classroom every morning. Keep 
up your amazing effort buddy! 

Molly G 1KO 
For being such a wonderful, caring and positive friend to everyone in 1KO. Molly you always have a kind word 
to say to everyone! I also love how focused you are with your learning. You always ask questions if you are 
unsure and make sure you give your best effort every time. Well done Molly! 

Amira S 1LO 
For an incredible transition from Remote and Flexible Learning back into the classroom. Amira, you have 
settled in beautifully and you are doing a great job contributing to our classroom discussions. Keep up the 
awesome work superstar! 

Ophelia C 1RM 
For showing grit when working on tasks. Ophelia remains focussed and attentive makes good efforts to 
complete her work. She is a helpful team member who is kind and caring with her classmates. Keep your 
great efforts Ophelia, I can't wait to see all you achieve this Term. 

Alfred R 2BR 
I am so impressed with the way that you have come back from Remote Learning and the positivity you are 
showing in our classroom. It has been great to see you overcoming obstacles and taking on challenges. You 
should be really proud of yourself Alfred! 

Zoe B 2SH 

For being such a happy and bubbly member of our class and making our class such a positive place to be. 
Thank you for always being kind to others, being a great team member and welcoming others into your 
games. You have made a fabulous start back into the classroom and I can't wait to see all you achieve this 
Term. Well done Zoe! 

Stella K 2TW 
Well done Stella on settling back in to school so smoothly. I love your enthusiasm for everything we do and 
that you always put 100% into every challenge you take on. Keep it up SUPER STAR!! 

Oli B 34B 
For returning to the classroom with maturity and your unique and infectious humour! I'm incredibly proud of 
you and all of your hard work this year Oli, particularly in how you continue to challenge yourself with 
reading and writing. I can't wait to see what you do with your book club this term!  

Senna V 34D 
Senna has transitioned amazingly back into the classroom. She is actively participating in group discussions 
which always ensures her understanding and opinions are shared. I was especially impressed with the 
consideration she gave when discussing the history of AFL. 

Jordan  34H 
For the terrific way that you have returned to the classroom this term. You are to be congratulated on the 
impressive effort shown with your written work, your positive attitude and your awesome behaviour. It is 
Great to have you back! Well done Jordan! 

Ollie W 34K 
Ollie, you have settled back in to school, so smoothly! It is a pleasure to see you smiling and taking part in our 
discussions, sharing your ideas and interesting facts. Keep up the positive attitude! 

Josh T 34S 
For settling back into school with so much excitement! It is so great to see you enjoy being back with your 
friends and how enthusiastically you share your ideas and work.  

Allie E 56E 
For your wonderful work during our Literacy Blocks. You read and respond thoughtfully and accurately, to 
questions about the Stolen Generation. Well done Allie. 

Skye R 56M 
Skye has had a brilliant start to the term and has show real courage when starting in a new grade. She is 
making friends and working hard in class. She has been an inspiration to us all. Well done Skye. 

Faolan W 56S 
For your brilliant transition back to classroom learning. Foalan, it has been great to see you getting involved 
with classroom discussions and working on your writing goals. Keep it up! 

Alexis A  
1KO 

MUSIC 
Alexis completed some fantastic work during Remote and Flexible Learning. Her keyboard cake was a 
masterpiece. Keep up the great work Alexis. 
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BOOK WEEK 

19th October 2020 – 23rd October 2020           

 

 

We will be celebrating “Children’s Book Week” with the rest of Australia in 

the week beginning the 19th of October. 

Whilst this year’s Book Week celebrations will be a ‘scaled back version’, we 

will still have fun literacy activities planned for the day. 

Every year the whole school enjoys dressing up and parading our costumes 

to our school community.  Unfortunately, this year we will not be able to 

have our normal parade.  However, we will ensure that we capture our 

excitement and passion for reading. 

On Thursday 22nd October you can come to school, if you want to, dressed 

up as your favourite character.  However, we understand that it is difficult to 

organise during a lockdown therefore, students could bring their favourite 

book to school as an alternative. 

We are looking forward to an amazing week of fun reading and activities. 

 

 

From the staff at Greenhills 
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FROM THE OFFICE 
 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 
 

Welcome back to school. 
 

Confidential Student Information/Medical Updates 

It is very important that you keep us informed of any changes relating to your child’s personal details.  Please notify us 

immediately of any modifications relating to family/student details; emergency contacts, medical, address and in 

particular phone numbers and email addresses.  If your child requires medication please remember to leave it at the 

office  - you will be asked to fill in the relevant form. 

 

School Payments 

COVID-19 has affected many families financially and we are aware that this may apply to you. We want to reach out to 

say that if you require any financial assistance with school payments, please do not hesitate to call or email the Principal, 

James Penson. 

 

We are aware that some family school payments included events which have not or may not go ahead due to COVID-19. 

We would like to reassure those who have either paid family school payments upfront or in instalments that a credit will 

be made to their family account.  We are currently working on processing a credit note for events which did not take 

place and hope this will be done within the next couple of weeks.  

 

If you have any queries, please contact the office. 

 

REMINDER: ALL CHILDREN MUST NOW BE WEARING  HATS  

 

 

 

Anne, Karen, Nicole & Victoria 

Administration  Team 

 

 

 

 

 

  

OPERATING TIMES FOR TERM 4       

Monday – closed.  There will be no lunch orders or window sales available.  

 Tuesday – closed.  There will be no lunch orders or window sales available. 
 

Wednesday, Thursday and Friday – lunch orders and window sales as usual on these three days. 

 
 

Now available for children with special dietary requirements GLUTEN FREE No artificial colours or flavours Peters 

lemonade icy poles at $1 each.  These will only be available in Terms 1 and 4.  

 
Weekly homemade items will be for sale such as slices and biscuits  

ranging from 50 cents to $1. 
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MUSIC 

 

CHOIR NOTES 
          

Recital Choir rehearsals will continue to run via webex on Tuesday 
mornings between 8.00 - 8.30a.m. I realise that it is not ideal but it is a 
way to keep the choir running. Hopefully, we will be able to include a 
performance in online Music Festival.  

 

MUSIC COUNT US IN SONG - 'You Won't Bring Us Down' 

The youtube link for this year's song 'You Won't Bring Us Down' is  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C2C-bGFMX5A 

 
 

 
 

 
 

The students in Prep - Grade 4 will be participating in activities related to this song so I thought that it 
might be fun to practise singing it at home. 

 

INSTRUMENTAL LESSONS  
Instrumental Lessons will continue to be online for the time being. This could change during the term. 
A notice regarding enrolments for next year will be sent home in November. 

 

It has been so much fun having the Music Room alive with students and music this week. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Best Wishes 

 

Kate Stewart 
Music Teacher 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C2C-bGFMX5A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C2C-bGFMX5A
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COMMUNITY ADVERTISING 


