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WHAT’S HAPPENING @ GREENHILLS 2020 

 

 

WHAT’S HAPPENING @ GREENHILLS 2021 

Friday 11th December Assembly—Students only in Hall (Video link sent to parents) 

Semester 2 Reports- sent home (hard copy) 

Monday 14th December Staff v Student Basketball Game 

Tuesday 15th December Year 5/6 Park Day 
Christmas Celebration – Video Link sent home 

Wednesday 16th December Battle of the Bands 
Final School Assembly – TigerTurf 

Friday 18th December 1pm Finish - Last day of school 

Wednesday 27th January Staff Return (Off-site Professional Learning Activity) 

OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED – Statewide Curriculum Day 

Thursday 28th January Curriculum Day (Pupil Free) 

Friday 29th January Years 1-6 students start school 

Monday 1st February Preps start school (staggered start ½ class) 

Tuesday 2nd February Preps start school (staggered start ½ class) 

Wednesday 3rd February 2021 Prep Information Night 

Friday 5th February Cheers n Tears – Prep morning tea 

Wednesday 10th February Meet the Teacher (Parent-Teacher Interviews) 

Friday 12th February Years 1 & 2 Swimming lessons commence 

Wednesday 19th February Welcome 2021 Picnic Event 

Friday 26th February Curriculum Day (Pupil Free) 

Monday 8th March Labour Day Public Holiday 

Tuesday 9th March Year 6 Camp (Tuesday 9th-Friday 12th March) 

Tuesday 16th March Variation to School Hours Day – Student Led Conferences 

Wednesday 24th March Year 5 2021 Camp (Wednesday 24th - Friday 26th March) **note this is 

the replacement camp for Year 4’s 2020  not the camp for students in 

Year 4 2021 . This date is  27-29 October 2021. 

Thursday 1st April Last day of Term 1 – 2.30pm Finish 



FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

 

ENERGY & EXCITEMENT AROUND OUR TRANSITION PROGRAM 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One of my favourite days of the school year is when our students attend the first transition session. There was lots of 

excitement and energy in the school when this happened on Tuesday this week and again today.  In many ways, it was 

almost the same feeling as the first day of school with students very keen to spend time with their new classes and 

parents also nervous and excited. Overall, the process of grade building and then the first transition itself has been very 

positively received. I believe that this is due to the extensive work that our staff does, the communication we have 

provided to our parents and students and of course the significant transition strategies that we implement throughout 

the entire year. Our transition process is not just about these 2 sessions. Our work in this area also includes:  

 our buddy and targeted groupings e.g. buddy maths where students work with others from across other 

grades. 

 deep knowledge of student learning needs developed through detailed assessment and data tracking and 

sharing of this across the staff. 

 dedicated time allocated for teachers to hand over information about individual students to the next year’s 

teacher. 

 

SEMESTER REPORTS SENT HOME TOMORROW 
 
 

Semester 2 Reports will be sent home in envelopes tomorrow. We are printing these out this time around because at the 

end of this year we will be ceasing our use of Sentral. I encourage you to print any other reports you would like to keep as 

well.  
 

Once again I was really impressed with the way our students have reflected on their learning through detailed and 

insightful comments in the “Student Self-Reflection” section.  

 

This part of the learning cycle, which is known as metacognition, is critically important. Effective learning involves 

planning and goal setting, monitoring ones progress and adapting as needed. By supporting our students to develop these 

skills (which can all be learnt) we can improve learning.  

 

The key in all of this is to remember that a student's ability to become a self-regulated (i.e., metacognitive) learner is 

understanding that one's ability to learn is a skill that develops over time rather than a fixed trait, inherited at birth. 

Students who believe that the ability to learn can improve over time have greater levels of achievement, even after 

controlling for prior achievement (Henderson and Dweck, 1990). These students set reasonable learning goals for 

themselves and have the self-efficacy to choose and use productive learning strategies. These strategies then result in 

learning gains. Moreover, students can be taught that their ability to learn can improve over time; those who learn this 

simple lesson show increased motivation to learn and improved grades (Aronson et al., 2002; Blackwell et al., 2007). 

 

Here is an example of a student reflection from our 2020 Semester 2 Reports. I think you will agree that it provides clear 

evidence of our student’s ability to articulate the specific strategies they are using in their learning in different subject 

areas, and most importantly their growing commitment to being responsible learners. By the way….this student in only in 

Grade 1! Imagine what they will be like in Grade 6!!   
 

“Learning at school is fun because I get to learn new stuff and it makes me feel happy because I can do lots of cool things 

at home when I learn new stuff. When we do maths, I like to use Maths equipment. I use number lines to help me because 

I can do jumps and it makes it quite easy and I use MAB to make numbers in adding and subtracting equations because it’s 

kind of easy to add or subtract the MAB to find out the answer. I have got better at maths because of all the strategies 

that I have learnt and all the new stuff I can do now. I like to use “Add 10” strategy because it can come in handy a lot 

when I am solving equations. I have learnt to count by 6’s. I think I have gotten better at my handwriting because it is 

neater, but I think I should continue working on it. I am really good at spelling and reading. Science this year has been 

good because we got to practice experiments and then I have new things to play with and I can do them at home. The 

thing that I am best at is learning. I have learnt lots of new stuff because I ask questions and I am good at it. I am a really 

good friend because I am fair, kind and I am a good sport. I am really good at deciding games and making it fair”. 

https://serc.carleton.edu/NAGTWorkshops/affective/efficacy.html


SCHOOL BANKING INFORMATION FROM COMMBANK 
 

From Term 1, 2021 the Victorian Government has ceased school banking programs in Victorian government schools. As a 

result, the CommBank School Banking program will no longer operate at our school after the end of this term. If you are 

unsure of other methods of depositing to your child’s account, please feel free to contact the Bank’s general enquiries 

hotline on 13 2221 or alternatively visit your local CommBank branch. 

If your child is eligible to receive a reward, please notify the office prior to the 11th December 2020. 

CommBank would like to thank you for your participation and support throughout the School Banking program. 
 

PARENT OPINION SURVEY 

The results from our 2020 Parent Opinion Survey are in – and overall it is positive news. It was terrific to have 140 

responses. Given that the survey was open to all parents this year, rather than a random selection based on a percentage 

of school size, this is a largest ever sample size for our school.  

 

Some examples:  

 
 

Some areas for further focus: 

 
 

I am proud of the results of the survey and they highlight the wonderful work and dedication of our staff team. Our school 

has a very strong culture of staff commitment, passion and professionalism. As a team, we also always appreciate the 

active role our parent community plays. This means that our students are supported fully and provided with an 

outstanding primary school environment and experience. 

 

What do we do with this data and feedback? 
 

We will continue to use this feedback to build our home school partnership. This includes:  
 

 Improving our ongoing reporting through SeeSaw to provide more regular feedback about a students’ 
progress.  

 Continuing with our Home School Communications Plan and streamlining this via the use of one platform 
which will be COMPASS. 

 Providing further opportunities for parents and carers to become involved in various sub-committees and 
using these forums to gather parent feedback and input.   

 

 

  

  % Positive % Neutral % Negative 

I feel this school values parents’ contributions 80 11 9 

I feel comfortable about approaching this school with any concerns I 
might have 

84 8 9 

I am able to get the information I need through the school’s regular 
communication channels 

85 8 7 

Overall, I am satisfied with the education my child receives from this 
school 

89 6 6 

This school always aims to improve the quality of education it provides 92 6 1 

Teachers are enthusiastic and positive about teaching 94 4 2 

This school celebrates student achievement in all areas 87 8 5 

This school provides opportunities for my child to develop a sense of 
responsibility 

89 8 3 

My child feels safe at school 96 2 1 

My child enjoys the learning they do at school 96 2 2 

Teachers communicate with me often enough about my child’s progress 56 23 21 

My child is taught organisational skills to help him/her with managing 
homework and school work load 

46 36 17 



UPDATE & THANK YOU SCHOOL COUNCIL 

Our final School Council meeting was held on Monday of this week. During the meeting, several key dates were approved 

for next year. These have now been added to our school calendar and included in a special page of this edition of Contact. 

The fundraising events for the PA in Term 1 were also approved. School Council also voted on changing the size of 

configuration of the Council. We have changed the Constituting Order to increase the size of our school council to include 

8 parent representatives and 4 DET employee category members.   

 

As we move into the last week of 2020, I would like to take the opportunity to acknowledge and thank all members of our 

School Council this year for their significant contribution to our school: Irina Fainberg, Kelly Rogel, Helen Schilling, Jaime 

McCowan, Adam Laws, Beth Costello, Janine Hough & Jessica Johnston. Thank you also to Victoria Harris and Kate Reade 

who attended meetings this year as part of their role as Business Manager to provide finance advice and minute taking. 
 

This group of dedicated parents and staff have further strengthened the educational environment for our students which 

is the focus and role of every School Councillor. 

 

I also wish to acknowledge Irina Fainberg for her leadership as School Council President. Irina’s leadership of Council has 

ensured that all views and opinions are valued and that the appropriate level of robust discussion has occurred prior to 

any decision being made. 
 

Next year there will be number of vacancies to fill to form our 2021 School Council.  If you would like to find out more 

about the role of a school councillor and the time commitment involved, please contact me. One of the strengths of our 

school is our strong parent involvement and support and we need this to continue with our School Council in 2021 so that 

all of our work and momentum can continue! 

PS – Don’t forget that school finishes at 1.00pm next Friday! 

 

 

 

 

James Penson   

Principal  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Angela Z, Fletcher M, Noah O, Milly F, Esmarie V,  

Fiona Y, Summah K, Darcy S-L, Christian C,  

Charlotte C, Ella D & Keira D



Mine Street, Greensborough VIC 3088 Phone. 03 9435 4181 Fax. 03 9432 0733 

Email: greenhills.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

FROM THE OFFICE 
 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

 

   

 

 

 

 

The following forms will be sent out this week: 

 

 Semester 2 Reports 

 School Photos 

 
 
 

 

Lost Property 

There are a lot of items in lost property, you are now welcome to come and have a look for missing items. 

 

 

 

Thank you to all those who have been very prompt in paying their fees, we really appreciate it.  We do still have a number 

of outstanding 2020 fees which are due.  Please speak to James or Victoria if you are having issues with paying your 

account. 

COVID-19 has affected many families financially and we are aware that this may apply to you. We want to reach out to 

say that if you require any financial assistance with school 

payments, please do not hesitate to call or email the 

Principal, James Penson. 

 

 

 

 

Variation to office opening hours: 

11th December 8.30am – 3.45pm 

16th December 9.15am – 4.30pm 

18th December 8.30am – 1.15pm 

School Office Hours 

Monday to Friday 

8.30am – 4.30pm 

Booklists 
Below is an outline of what school supplies students require to begin the school year in 2021. Some of these 
items have been listed as mandatory. These are books that are required to be purchased in the style that 
has been selected. Other items that have not been listed as mandatory are still required, however you may 
have at home already, or you may like to purchase elsewhere.  
 

Please clearly name all items.  
Books may be covered with contact, but this is not a requirement. 
During the first week of school, books will be labelled with the Subject so there is no need to do this.   
Could all books and stationery items please be sent to school on the first day of school, 2021. 



Mine Street, Greensborough VIC 3088 Phone. 03 9435 4181 Fax. 03 9432 0733 

Email: greenhills.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

 

 

Term 1 2021 
29th January -  First day of school (Year 1’s – Year 6’s) 

1st or 2nd Feb -  First day of school for Preps (Staggered start)   

1st  February -  House Swimming Carnival (Year 3’s – Year 6’s) 

3rd February -  2021 Prep Parent Information Night 

5th February -  “Cheers and Tears” Prep Morning tea 

5th February -  Grade 1 & 2 Swimming lessons start 

9th February - PA meeting 

10th February - “Meet the Teacher” Interviews (3.50pm-6.50pm) 

26th February -  Curriculum Day (Pupil Free) 

3rd March –  Student Support Group (SSG) meetings 

9th - 12th Mar -  Year 6 Camp 

16th March –  Student Led Conferences (Variation to School Hours day – 

students only attend for the duration of their conference). 

24th - 26th Mar - Year 5 Camp 

1st April -   Last day of Term 1 (2.30pm finish) 

19th April -   Term 2 Starts 
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Greenhills Primary School Fundraiser 

Would you like to own one of these pets? Actually they are ice bricks, to travel in your 

lunch box each day, keeping your food cool and safe! Just put them in the freezer each 

night, that’s where they sleep!                                                                                                                                                                                               

 

 

Money raised will go towards the Grade 6 Student Leaders purchasing an item for our 

school. 

 

Student’s Name……………………………………………………….  Grade……………………………. 
 

 
 

Amount enclosed $........... 

Payment made by Cash                     QKR   Ref no………………………………………. 

 

 

They are just $5 each! Great for presents too! Students will be processing the orders, 

bagging the pets and delivering them to the classrooms, as part of real life learning. There 

are limited stock of each design so orders will be processed as they come in.    

Pet Number ordered 

Ladybird   

Dog   

Elephant   

Frog   

Monkey   

Total   
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 OSHCLUB NEWS  

Dear Parents and Guardians,       

  

Not the Gum Drop Buttons!  

It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas here at Greenhills OSHClub! We’ve 

been having fun decorating our Christmas tree, making homemade 

decorations, and decorating gingerbread men and shapes. Children got the 

opportunity to decorate gingerbread men missing either an arm, a leg or 

their head, or star or candy cane shapes with Smarties, candy eyes and 

sprinkles. A few of the older children attempted piping the icing mixture on 

to their gingerbread, creating eyes, mouths, and clothes for the 

gingerbread men. Everyone’s favourite part of the activity was getting the 

opportunity to eat their creations, with a number of children learning that 

they actually like gingerbread. We’re looking forward to cooking 

opportunities in the future where the children will be able to make their 

own treats before decorating them!  

Bath Bombs!  

Everyone enjoys a relaxing bath with bath bombs, but did you know that you 

can make them at home?! Using some everyday ingredients, including 

baking soda, essential oil and tea bags, the children mixed together 

everything before pressing them into shapes to dry out. Everyone was 

fascinated by the way that the dry mixture fizzed slightly when the food 

colouring was added but not when the other wet ingredients were added. 

The best part of the activity was that the room smelled really nice, thanks to 

the essential oil and lemon tea, and some people that the room smelt like 

Fruit Loops! This was a really fun hands-on activity that would make a great 

gift for someone for Christmas.  

Thank you!  

We here at Greenhills OSHClub would like to thank everyone who used the 

service across this past year. Starting as a new outside school hours care 

provider at the beginning of the year, we were excited for the year ahead. Granted, this year didn’t turn out how anybody 

planned, we were pleased that we were able to provide such an essential service to those who needed it across the 

remote learning period. We also feel that we have truly become part of the Greenhills Primary School community and we 

look forward to continuing to support the school any way we can. From Megan, Jordan, and Macey, we want to wish 

everyone a safe and happy holiday and new year period, and we look forward to all of the fun we have planned for 2021!  

Please note, children require a hat at when OSHClub After-School Care from September 1st to April 30th if they wish to go 

outside.  

If you need to make a booking, please do so through the iParent Portal. Greenhills OSHClub is open 6:45-9:00am for 

Before-School Care, 3:00-6:30pm for After-School Care and 6:45am-6:30pm for Vacation Care. If you need to make a late 

booking, please contact the service on 0437 928 183 or greenhills@oshclub.com.au.  

OSHClub Service Phone: 0437 928 183 OSHClub Service Email: greenhills@oshclub.com.au  

Coordinator: Megan Statham-Danckert Educators: Jordan Martin & Macey Evans  

OSHClub Head Office: 1300 395 735 or shaccounts@junioradventuresgroup.com.au  
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COMMUNITY ADVERTISING 
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COMMUNITY ADVERTISING 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  

 

 
 
 

 
 

Greenhills Family Business  
 

Yellow Pages 
 

 

 
 
Does your family run a small business? Would you like 
your business to be promoted around our school community? We want to help! Send in your business card, flyer 
or just a paragraph of information about the service and/or products you provide to: 
sarah.leach@education.vic.gov.au 

My name is Emily and I’m a beauty therapist 
with over 20 years experience. Waxing is my 
passion. I have a comfortable but basic home 
salon located in Greensborough. Reasonable 
prices and a great service. Children welcome. 

mailto:sarah.leach@education.vic.gov.au
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