
Term 4,  26th November 2020 
Greenhills is G.R.E.A.T.  

Grit, Respect, Effort, Adventure, Teamwork 

Term 4 - Week 8, 2020 
 

 

 

 

WHAT’S HAPPENING @ GREENHILLS 2020 

 

 

WHAT’S HAPPENING @ GREENHILLS 2021 

 
 

Friday 27th November Assembly (Video Link) 

Tuesday 1st December House Fun Day—yes it is on! 

Friday 4th December Meet the Teacher 

Monday 7th  December  6.30pm School Council 

Tuesday 8th December Whole School Transition 

Thursday 10th December Whole School Transition  

Year 6 Graduation Celebration 

Friday 11th December Assembly—Students only in Hall (Video link sent to parents) 

Semester 2 Reports- sent home (hard copy) 

Wednesday 16th December Final School Assembly (Planned Video Link) 

Friday 18th December 1pm Finish - Last day of school 

Wednesday 27th January Staff Return (Off-site Professional Learning Activity) 

OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED – Statewide Curriculum Day 

Thursday 28th January Curriculum Day (Pupil Free) 

Friday 29th January Years 1-6 students start school 

Monday 1st February Preps start school (staggered start ½ class) 

Tuesday 2nd February Preps start school (staggered start ½ class) 

Wednesday 10th February Meet the Teacher (Parent-Teacher Interviews) 

Wednesday 19th February Welcome 2021 Picnic Event 

Monday 8th March Labour Day Public Holiday 

Tuesday 9th March Year 6 Camp (Tuesday 9th-Friday 12th March) 

Tuesday 16th March Variation to School Hours Day – Student Led Conferences 

Wednesday 24th March Year 4 Camp (Wednesday 24th - Friday 26th March) - replacement camp 

Thursday 1st April Last day of Term 1 – 2.30pm Finish 



FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
 

 

 

GREAT NEWS - STATE BUDGET WIN FOR GREENHILLS 
 

I was a very excited principal to receive a phone call from Vicki Ward (Member for Eltham) with the news that our school 

will receive 6.8 million dollars to fund the next steps in our masterplan. This 

includes demolishing the existing Hall (basketball court section only) and 

rebuilding it to include a court space and seating that meets the standard 

size for competition to be played. This is GREAT news for our school 

community and our basketball community as well, as we know just how 

much pressure is on finding court space to play games on each week. 

One of the reasons our school was selected in this budget was that we had 

previously completed the work of master planning and are in a positon to 

move quickly through the rest of the planning process and start 

construction. Being “shovel ready” is a big part of this budget as the 

government works to stimulate our economic recovery.   

Our masterplan is designed to ensure that our new building can be 

connected easily to the new gym once it is constructed. We also ensured 

that the works to upgrade the Hall were relatively minor. The infrastructure 

such as projector, screen, wireless access points and sound system will also 

be easily relocated in the new space. I will keep you posted as more 

information becomes available and as we start to finalise plans and designs with the architects.   
 

 

iPads – NEXT STEPS 

More GREAT news….our Years 3-4 (2021) iPad survey indicates very strong support to extend this program to include 

Years 3 & 4 from next year. At this point we have had 70 responses and the percentage of support is 86%. 

 

Here is a screenshot of the results so far in the Year 3 & 4 (2021) survey: 

 

 

The broader survey sent to Years Prep, 1 and 2 also indicates a strong level of support for the possible extension of the 

program in future years. We will keep communicating our plans in this area and provide the opportunity for more 

discussion and feedback prior to any further extension in 2022 or 2023. 

 



Here is a screenshot of the results so far in the Year Prep, 1 & 2 (2021) survey: 

The next steps now will be to invite families with students in Years 2 & 3 this year to make plans to purchase and organise 

an iPad for their child to bring to school each day next year. This can be done via the school portal via a company called 

CompNow, purchasing from any store or bringing an existing device from home. More information will be sent directly 

home with students in these year levels.  

Our plan will be to start connecting students in Years 3 & 4 to our school network from the middle of Term 1 next year. 

This will allow us to focus on the new Year 5 cohort first and ensure this existing part of our program is up and running 

from the beginning of the year. It will also provide more time for families in Years 3 & 4 next year to source a device. The 

Year 3 & 4 program will then be in full operation before the end of Term 1. 

I take this opportunity to remind all parents and carers that if you are unable to provide a device, to contact me to discuss 

the options we have to ensure that no students miss having access to a device during school hours. 
 

UPDATE & THANK YOU PARENT ASSOCIATION 
 

Our final Parent Association meeting was held on Tuesday of this week via Zoom. During the meeting, some plans were 

confirmed around Term 1 next year. Subject to any restrictions at the time, we will be hosting our welcome BBQ event on 

Friday 19th February. This will be a GREAT chance to welcome new families to our school and also re-connect and 

celebrate with our whole school community. We have really missed these sorts of events this year, so fingers crossed for 

2021 and the chance to celebrate and get together as a community on-site. 

I would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge and thank all members of our Parent Association this year.  

We all know how challenging this year has been and to have sustained regular PA contact and meetings through this 

period has been very important and a GREAT achievement. Thank you to Josh & Melanie Lucas, Craig Powell, Melinda 

Smith, Emma Oliver, Hayley Ormandy, James Stewart, Emma Marchant, Karen Daly, Ebony Killmister, Kerri Finlayson, 

Madelaine Hearne, Justin Parr-Davies, Sarah Leach & Ros Mackie. Special thanks to Josh for stepping up and leading our 

PA and I think we are all set for a truly sensational 2021. 
 

 

WHAT TO EXPECT - SEMESTER 2 REPORTS 
 

Semester 2 Reports will look a little different to last year. They will still include an overview of the curriculum covered in 

Literacy, Numeracy and each specialist subject area (Italian, Music, Physical Education and Visual Arts) a grid checkbox 

summary of student attitudes to learning.  
 

Whilst there will also be progression points for Reading & Viewing, Writing, Speaking & Listening & Numeracy (Number 

only), I emphasise that these will be based on the best teacher judgements possible given the extended time students 

spent in Remote Leaning this semester. For teacher judgements to be as accurate and valid as possible, we need 

extended periods of time with students over multiple weeks and sequences of lessons. We are really proud of what our 

students achieved during remote learning and were incredibly appreciative of the support provided at home, our teachers 

know that for many students the work submitted and shared was not completed independently and many students would 

have required significant parent help. The progression points completed for the reports this semester will be based on 

what we have seen from students on their return to school and may require adjustments both forward and backwards 

next year.  
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Most importantly, there will be a personal comment by the classroom teacher. This will enable the teacher to share some 

of the significant and special achievements made by students during this challenging year. 

 

The reports will be printed in hard copy and sent home on Friday 11th December.  

 

For me, the best part of the report is the student reflection. I have been really impressed with the way our students have 

reflected on their learning through detailed and insightful comments, particularly in reference to their experiences of 

Remote & Flexible Learning.  

 

 

 

James Penson 

Principal  
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FROM THE OFFICE 
 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

 

We have had a lot of students come to the office as they have forgotten their water 

bottle – please remember to pack one for your child. 

 

 

 

We have a number of forms which are due back at the end of November: 

 2021 Graduation Bear order deadline is the 27th November, 2020. 

 2020 Grade 6 end of cycle Netbooks – Due back 27th November, 2020. 

 2021 Fee schedule - If you have a credit on your account you can deduct this from your 2021 fees or choose 

to    donate to one of our Voluntary funds.  Due 30th November, 2020. 

 

The following forms have been sent out this week: 

 Year 5 & 6 Interschool sports top – 2021. 

 Grade 6 Graduation information/permission. 

 Kaboom Sport Permission. 

 

A reminder that if your order your 2021 booklist from-“Winc” before the 1st December  they offer free delivery. 

 

Thank you to all those who have been very prompt in paying their fees, we really appreciate it.  We do still have a number 

of outstanding 2020 fees.  Please speak to James or Victoria if you are having issues with paying your account. 

COVID-19 has affected many families financially and we are aware that this may apply to you. We want to reach out to 

say that if you require any financial assistance with school payments, please do not hesitate to call or email the Principal, 

James Penson. 

As always if you have any queries please do not hesitate to contact the office.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anne,            Karen,          Nicole   &      Victoria 

Administration  Team 

 

Remember all Children 

must wear hats for Term 

4 and Term 1. 

Hats are also available 

at the School Office 

School Office Hours 

Monday to Friday 

8.30am – 4.30pm 
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STUDENT OF THE WEEK  Term 4  Wk. 8 PRESENTED AT ASSEMBLY 11th Dec 2020     

HERE ARE OUR SUPERSTARS for this week..  
 

State Schools Spectacular 
 

We’re excited to share with you that Channel 7 Melbourne is proudly supporting the 2020 Victorian State Schools Spectacular. 

A special broadcast with behind-the-scenes highlights will air on Saturday 5 December at 7pm on Seven in Victoria. 

It will also be livestreamed on the 7plus app and 7plus website, www.7plus.com.au, and will be available for catch-up viewing on the 

7plus app and website for 30 days from the broadcast date. 

Please mark your diary now and let your school community and all your friends and family know to tune in!! 

Congratulations to the Grade 6 Recital Choir students who participated in this. They were   

Katie B,  Amelie C,  Riley Mc,  Kate M,  Hayley M, Caelan R, Lucille v L, and Esmarie V.  

  

   

Kate Stewart  

Music Teacher  

NAME CLASS REASON 

Maeve O 1RM 
For being a wonderful role model to your classmates. Maeve demonstrates exemplary standards of 
behaviour, kindness, respect, integrity, generosity and care for others. Maeve you are a GREAT Greenhills 
kid, never change!  

Jack O 2SH 

For being such a helpful and responsible class member! Jack, thank you for always helping me to remember 
things that need to be done and being such a wonderful helper, like putting our drink bottle box outside 
each day. You are someone who jumps in and gets things done, helping everyone around you. Keep up the 
initiative superstar, well done! 

Lucas K 2SH 

For your consistent effort and enthusiasm in everything you do! Lucas, you are such a joy to have in the 
class, with your positive attitude, beautiful manners and bubbly sense of humour! Thank you for the effort 
you put in each and every day. You should be especially proud of your Persuasive Writing, what a fabulous 
job you are doing! Well done Lucas! 

Alston L 34S 
Well done Alston for an amazing year in 3/4S. Your enthusiasm for school and your learning has been 
incredible to see. Keep it up super star! 

Keira L 34S 
You have been such an amazing JSC! The way you continued to be an amazing leader throughout remote 
learning was so amazing to see. Keep it up super star! 

Tom W 56F 
For trying his best in math. Tom it's great to see you applying your knowledge and having a go at more 
challenging maths task. Keep it up! 

Will B 56F 
For being a GREAT Police Commissioner during Earn and Learn. Will you displayed great organisation within 
the role and were kind when discussing fines and fees with your peers. Well done super star! 

Ethan C 56F  
For being an all round exceptional Greenhills student. Ethan your kindness, enthusiasm and sense of fun are 
invaluable within our class. Keep it up super star!! 

Lily S 56F 
For the enthusiasm she shows towards everything we do in class. Lily it's so lovely seeing you apply yourself 
to anything, keep up the can do attitude.  

Bailey S 56J 
For his exceptional effort in literacy this year. You have been putting in so much work at school and at home 
to prepare for high school and I am so proud of you! 

Eliah P 56J 
For being a shining light in the 56J classroom. You always bring a smile to my face and everyone around 
you. Keep being you! 

Ned H 56S 
For the enthusiasm you have show during Earn & Learn. It's been great to see you vigorously planning and 
preparing your stall.  

Caelan R 
5/6M 

ITALIAN For always being so engaged and positive in Italian sessions. BRAVO!! 

https://7plus.com.au/
https://7plus.com.au/
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Greenhills Primary School Fundraiser 

Would you like to own one of these pets? Actually they are ice bricks, to travel in your 

lunch box each day, keeping your food cool and safe! Just put them in the freezer each 

night, that’s where they sleep!                                                                                                                                                                                               

 

 

Money raised will go towards the Grade 6 Student Leaders purchasing an item for our 

school. 

 

Student’s Name……………………………………………………….  Grade……………………………. 
 

 
 

Amount enclosed $........... 

Payment made by Cash                     QKR   Ref no………………………………………. 

 

 

They are just $5 each! Great for presents too! Students will be processing the orders, 

bagging the pets and delivering them to the classrooms, as part of real life learning. There 

are limited stock of each design so orders will be processed as they come in.    

Pet Number ordered 

Ladybird   

Dog   

Elephant   

Frog   

Monkey   

Total   
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Parent Partnerships  

Managing the Mother Load  by Dr Jodi Richardson  
 

“The mental load means always having to remember.” 

Emma, a French cartoonist summed up the mental load that most mothers carry in her 2017 viral comic, ‘You should’ve 

asked’. In the opening scene a very hassled mother was preparing for a dinner party, while feeding her two young 

children, dealing with a noisy dog and answering the phone, all while she was hosting a colleague for dinner. As the 

dinner boils over the stove and onto the floor she looked at her partner imploringly. He unwittingly answered,  “But you 

should’ve asked! I would have helped.” 

This scene artfully exemplifies the many invisible layers of responsibility that mothers carry including arranging most 

household tasks, managing the family home and being on top of the fine detail in every family member’s life. 

This is not the case in all families, but current research reveals that the great majority of women bear the load when it 

comes to housework (mums do twice as much as dads), caring for children (again, mums doing twice as much as dads) 

and carrying the mental load for their family. 

There’s only so much we can manage. For those of us who are anxious, there will be times our plates will fill, and 

overflow. While there’s no single way to ease the mental load that mothers carry the following ideas will help to make life 

more manageable: 

Stop making life easy for others 

Anecdotal evidence suggests that many mums will overdo preparation rather than expect others to step up and help. I 

have been known in the past to cook and freeze up to a week’s worth of meals prior to travelling for work. Not any more 

though. Magically, my husband and two school-aged children have become very capable in the kitchen as I’ve stepped 

back. 

Delegate and let go 

Delegate some household jobs to your children. Leah Ruppanner, professor of sociology at Melbourne University says, 

“Unless death is impending from poor domestic decisions, step back, support and allow others to learn from their 

mistakes.” Letting go of jobs and allowing kids to do things in their own way is hard for perfectionist personality types, but 

it’s essential if you are going to last the parenting journey. Surprisingly, both guilt and perfectionism ensure that many 

mums keep their children dependent upon them. 

Diarise and check 

One way to ease is the mental load is to lessen the number of mental notes and details that you carry around. Set up 

recurring electronic calendar entries for routine tasks and check regularly. This way you have less to remember and a 

place to find what you need, which is more efficient and mum-friendly way of being organised. 

Lower the bar 

Many mothers confess that they constantly feel guilt. if they don’t put their children first. That’s a heavy burden to carry. 

If anxiety is a constant companion, it’s essential to lower the bar on your self-expectations. Unfulfilled expectations are 

proven stressors for mothers so take away tasks, rather than add to your mother load. 

In closing 

There’s little doubt that many mothers carry an overwhelming mental load that adds to their anxiety and stress. I’m not 

suggesting that you abandon your job entirely but rather to look for ways to make the mental load you carry a little 

lighter. In doing so, life will become easier to manage. As with all behavioural change its easiest to start small. But 

whatever you do, if you’re straining under the mother load make a start at releasing and sharing the load. 

Dr Jodi Richardson research-based advice is grounded in a career of extensive university studies, clinical practice, 

education and endless compassion. Jodi is the co-author of the highly acclaimed book Anxious Kids. Her latest release 

is Anxious Mums: How mums can turn their anxiety into strength. For further details visit www.drjodirichardson.com.au 

 

 

 

Roslyn Mackie 

(Home-School Partnerships Leader) 

https://drjodirichardson.com.au/
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COMMUNITY ADVERTISING 
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COMMUNITY ADVERTISING 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    

 

Greenhills Family Business  
Yellow Pages 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Does your family run a small business? Would you like 
your business to be promoted around our school 
community? We want to help! Send in your business 
card, flyer or just a paragraph of information about the 
service and/or products you provide to: 
sarah.leach@education.vic.gov.au 

 

 

 

 

  

 

My name is Emily and I’m a beauty therapist 
with over 20 years experience. Waxing is my 
passion. I have a comfortable but basic home 
salon located in Greensborough. Reasonable 
prices and a great service. Children welcome. 

mailto:sarah.leach@education.vic.gov.au
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 OSHCLUB NEWS     

  Dear Parents and Guardians,  

Check, Mate  

Chess has become an incredibly popular game here at Greenhills OSHClub! At the request of a few children, service 

coordinator, Megan, brought in her Harry Potter Wizard’s Chess set from home for the 

children to use during Before- and After-School Care. For a number of the children, it was 

their first time ever playing chess, and they readily sat with either Megan or service educator 

Jordan to learn how to play the game. Many of the older children have enjoyed challenging 

Jordan and Megan to a game or two and a few times they even came out on top! In the 

future, we’re looking to purchase some more chess sets so that more children can learn this 

game of strategy at once!       
 

Who Am I?  

Ahead of an OSHClub conference, team members were 

asked to take a quiz to learn which type of fruit they were: 

a lime, an apple, a mango, or a banana. Upon learning that Megan is a “lime” and 

Jordan a “banana”, many of the children wanted to know what type of fruit they were 

themselves. Everyone had great fun discussing the different answers they gave and the 

type of fruit they got in their personality quiz. Some children agreed with their result 

that they were an apple, who are competitive and strong-willed, but a couple of 

children who were said to be mangoes disagreed with the idea that they’re loud rule 

breakers. The few children whose results told them they were bananas found 

themselves pleased that they’re found to caring people and great team players. The 

only lime, however, was Megan, who as the service coordinator should probably bring a 

calm logic to the table. It was great fun learning what type of fruit everyone was. Based on the brief descriptions, what 

fruit do you think you’d be?  

Summer Vacation Care 2021  

It’s hard to think that the end of 2020 is nearly in sight! After such a tumultuous year, we’re really looking forward to what 

the new year and 2021 will bring!  

We will be offering Vacation Care starting from January 4th and we’ve got lots of fun games and activities planned in the 

lead up to the new school year. While excursions unfortunately had to be cancelled, incursions are thankfully back on the 

schedule! We will be enjoying African Drumming, having a LEGO Bricks Challenge, trying our hands at Air Brushing, and 

exploring a Science Discovery Dome! Some of the activities we will be doing include slime making, volcanic eruptions, 

dressing up as our favourite super heroes, hydro-dipping, and so much more!  

Preps starting in 2021 are welcome to attend! We hope to see you there! Book now!! 

________________________________________  

Please note, children require a hat at when OSHClub After-School Care from September 1st to April 30th if they wish to go 

outside. If you need to make a booking, please do so through the iParent Portal. Greenhills OSHClub is open 6:45-9:00am 

for Before-School Care, 3:00-6:30pm for After-School Care and 6:45am-6:30pm for Vacation Care. If you need to make a 

late booking, please contact the service on 0437 928 183 or greenhills@oshclub.com.au.  

OSHClub Service Phone: 0437 928 183 OSHClub Service Email: greenhills@oshclub.com.au  

Coordinator: Megan Statham-Danckert Educators: Jordan Martin & Macey Evans  

OSHClub Head Office: 1300 395 735 or oshaccounts@junioradventuresgroup.com.au  

All families must be enrolled to attend the service, remember this is FREE!! Please create an account online at 

www.oshclub.com.au. All bookings and cancellations can also be managed via the iParent Portal. For on the day bookings, 

please contact the service coordinator  


