
Term 1, 5th March 2020 
Greenhills is G.R.E.A.T.  

Grit, Respect, Effort, Adventure, Teamwork 
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Term 1 - Week 6, 2020 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
As you know, at Greenhills we value reading so much that it forms the essential part of our homework policy! The GREAT news is that 

you can join in and encourage your child to complete their homework by spending some time reading aloud with them. 

The benefits of reading to children are well researched and documented. Reading out aloud to children not only strengthens family 

bonds and provides positive interactions, but it also stimulates imagination and expands children’s understanding of the world. It helps 

them to develop oral language and listening skills and prepares them to understand the written word.  

When children are young, we know the value of bedtime stories and listening to our children read their school books aloud. What is 

important to remember however, is how beneficial it is to maintain this practice even once your child is old enough to read 

independently. Recent studies into this indicate that the majority of students no longer read with their parents or are read to once 

they reach the age of 9 or 10. 

Benefits of reading aloud (and with) older children include: 

 Letting them experience the joy of a story – particularly important for those who find reading difficult.    

 Modelling of fluent, expressive reading. 

 Expansion of vocabulary – children generally have an auditory comprehension that is higher than their reading comprehension, 

so if you choose a book your child could not read independently then you are exposing them to a rich new vocabulary of words.  

 Exposure to a range of new authors, books and genres. 

Perhaps one of the biggest benefits of shared reading though is the opportunity to build and develop comprehension skills. 

Understanding is the key to being a successful reader and as children’s reading proficiency increases, the complexity of the books that 

they choose also increases. By discussing books with children we can help them to connect the book to their own experiences and to 

other books that they have read. We can help them to develop a deeper understanding of what they have read and to really engage 

with the text. 

So please continue to hear your child read. Model a love of books and reading as it is something they will keep with them forever. 

WHAT’S HAPPENING @ GREENHILLS 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday 6th March Year 5 & 6 Interschool Sport 

Year 1 & 2 Swimming lessons 

3pm Assembly 

Tuesday 10th March – Friday 13th March Year 6 Camp 

Friday 13th March Year 1 & 2 Swimming lessons 

3pm Whole School Reflection (No Assembly) 

Thursday 19th March Student Led Conferences  

(Students only attend school for the duration of their conference). 

Friday 20th March Year 5 & 6 Interschool Sport 

Year 1 & 2 Swimming lessons 

3pm Assembly 

PA BBQ 

Monday 23rd March House Athletics Carnival 

Wednesday 25th March Cybersaftey workshops & presentations for students and Parent Night 

Friday 27th March Last day of Term 1 

Year 5 & 6 Interschool Sport 

2pm Assembly 

2.30pm finish 
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SCHOOL COUNCIL UPDATE 
On Monday night we had our first School Council meeting for 2020. Our School Council members for 2020 are as follows (left to right 

in the photo): Jess Johnston (Staff Rep), Janine Hough (Staff Rep), Irina Fainberg (Parent Rep), Kelly Rogel (Parent Rep), Jaime 

McCowan (Parent Rep), Helen Schilling (Parent Rep), Adam Laws (Parent Rep), Beth Costello (Parent Rep) and James Penson (Principal 

and Executive Officer).  

 

I am pleased to announce that Irina Fainberg was elected as School Council President, Beth Costello as Vice President and Jamie 

McGowan as Treasurer.  

 

At the meeting we also confirmed our sub-committee structure for 2020. These are: 

 Education & Communications - convened by Irina Fainberg 

 Finance – convened by Jamie 

 Sustainability & Environment – convened by Beth Costello 

 PA – School Council representative – James Penson 

 Canteen – convened by Kelly Rogel 

 Out of School Hours Care – convened by Helen Schilling 

I am excited about this structure with a couple of key changes being made from previous years. The policy element has been removed 

from the Education & Communications committee, which means we will have more focus on what is happening in the classrooms and 

how we further improve how we communicate this between home and school. A new sub-committee will focus on exploring ways our 

school can implement more sustainable practices. This is an area of increasing relevance and importance for our school and 

community.   

It would be GREAT to have really strong voice and action through these teams in 2020. Our sub-committees are where the actual work 

of School Council takes place. All school councillors serve on at least one sub-committee and we would love to welcome other parents, 

carers and staff to join these. The committees meet twice each term for approximately one hour. I will publish the meeting dates for 

these committees as soon as they have been confirmed.  
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PARENT ASSOCIATION UPDATE 
A big thank you to Josh Lucas for volunteering to convene our Parent Association this year and Kerri Finlayson who will be our 

secretary. The PA team met on Tuesday night and planning is well underway for a range of community building and social events that 

will also raise some important funds for our school.  

We are pleased to announce that we have secured a coveted Bunnings BBQ spot on Saturday 9th May.  We will need lots of parent 

help to make this a successful day so please keep your eyes out for our call out later this term and early next term.  

Finally, we will be running an Easter raffle this year. Tickets will cost $1 each and will be sent home very shortly. All the money raised 

via this raffle will be used to purchase new home reading material across the school.  

The next PA meeting is on Wednesday 28th April at 7pm in the staffroom.  

PARENT HELPERS 
Thank you to all of our parents and carers who have returned their Parent Helper Agreements. The response has been fantastic and 

we are so fortunate to have such strong community support for our school.  

Our Parent Helper Agreement is a very important process that helps our school community understand that our school has a clear and 

public commitment to child safety in the form of our Child Safe Code of Conduct and Child Protection Reporting Policy. By including 

these policies as part of our parent helper requirement, our School Council has clearly defined and explained acceptable and 

unacceptable behaviours for staff, volunteers and children. 

 

SCHOOL ENROLMENTS 2021 
Believe it or not, we are now starting to forward plan for 2021! I have sent a letter home to all families with younger siblings that may 

be starting school next year. It will be important for you to indicate to me that you have a child starting in 2021 and complete an 

enrolment form as early as possible.  

 

We also have regular school tours each week on Tuesdays at 9.30am, or by appointment. If you know of any family that is interested in 

coming to our school please let them know about these tours. 

 

CALLING FOR A SPRING FAIR CO-ORDINATOR 
We are putting a call out for someone to help run our Spring Fair this year. The GREAT news is that we have had lots of offers of 

support to run individual elements such as our silent auction, classroom stalls and food trucks. We just need a person who can assist to 

bring this all together to ensure we have a successful day. Our Spring Fair is a really important part of our school. It has a rich history 

and all of the funds raised have enabled our school to complete air-conditioning, playgrounds, shade sails and interactive whiteboards. 

Most importantly, it is a wonderful family event and a chance for us to open up our doors to the local community.  

If you are able to assist please contact the school office on 9435 4181. 

 

 

 

   

 
James Penson 

Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Birthday to the following students celebrating their birthdays: 
Makayla O, Kieran H, Amira S, Mia R, Isaac A, Luke P, Cleo K 
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PLEASE READ…FROM THE OFFICE   2020 

Dear Parents/Guardians,   
 

Please read the following important information and reminders : 

 

Family School Payments 2020 – DUE NOW! 

If you have not paid your child’s school payments or made other payment arrangements e.g. term instalments, please ensure payment 

is made immediately. Information relating to school payments can be found on the school’s website (www.greenhillsps.vic.edu.au) 

under notices and forms. 

Split Family School Payments – If you require family payments to be divided between parents/guardians, please contact the 

school to arrange this. Please ensure all parties are aware of the payment arrangements. Supporting documentation maybe required 
to confirm these arrangements. 

Camps, Sport, Excursions Fund 2020 – CSEF is available to eligible families in 2020. If you received CSEF in 2019, you do not 

need to reapply! Only complete an application if you are applying for the first time at this school. For further information regarding 

CSEF or financial assistance, please refer to the following link;   

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/going-to-school/Pages/school-costs.aspx   

Please contact the office if you require a CSEF application form.  

Nb. If you are a recipient of CSEF, remember to write this on the School Payment form. 

Afternoon Messages  
We offer this service for urgent messages only and we ask that you call the office before 3:00pm where possible. 
 

Confidential Student Information/Medical Updates – It is very important that you keep us informed of any changes 

relating to your child’s personal details. So please notify us immediately of any modifications relating to family/student details; 
emergency contacts, medical, address and in particular phone numbers and email addresses.  
 

Family Emails Contacts 
As most correspondence is emailed out to families frequently during the year, including our newsletter, activity notices and messages 
from the school, it is important that email details are kept up to date. If you are not receiving information from the school, please let 
us know. 
 

Smart Phone Apps – Down load now! 
 
 QKR app (MasterCard app) – The QKR app allows you to conveniently & securely make payments using your smart phone. 

 Contact the school if you require assistance. 
 

 Sentral support – View the link below for Parent Portal & App support.   https://www.sentral.com.au/solutions/im-a-parent/ 

  

Feel free to contact the office if you have any queries, we are happy to assist anytime.  

 

 

 

 

Kate Reade, Nicole Pearson, Anne Doolan & Karen Heitzmann      

School Administration Team 

ACTIVITES REQUIRING PAYMENT 

State School Spectacular T ’Shirt   $25 

Choir       $60 

Sports Carnival     $50  (if not already paid) 

http://www.greenhillsps.vic.edu.au
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/going-to-school/Pages/school-costs.aspx
https://www.sentral.com.au/solutions/im-a-parent/
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WHAT’S HAPPENING @ GREENHILLS  Teaching and Learning 
Don’t forget to check out the Blogs 

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN PREP?     http://prepsatgreenhills.global2.vic.edu.au/   

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN GRADE 1   http://greenhillsgrade1.global2.vic.edu.au    

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN GRADE 2   http://greenhillspslevel2.global2.vic.edu.au/  

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN GRADE 3  & 4 http://grade34ghps.global2.vic.edu.au  

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN GRADE 5 & 6  http://grade56l.global2.vic.edu.au/ 

 

NOTICES 

  WHOLE SCHOOL     EASTER SPECIAL  - CANTEEN 

  GRADE 3 - 6      ATHLETICS  / CROSS COUNTRY 

 

 

GREENHILLS EPIC 

 EASTER RAFFLE 

 
Tickets only $1 each 

Prizes for 1st, 2nd and 3rd  

(on display in the office) 

Winner drawn at end of term assembly 27/3/20  

To enter, write full name and phone number on the ticket stubs and return with 

payment by Thursday 26/3/20. Extra tickets will be available to purchase from the 

office. All money raised will be used to purchase new home reading resources across 

the school.  

 

 

http://prepsatgreenhills.global2.vic.edu.au/
http://greenhillsgrade1.global2.vic.edu.au/
http://greenhillspslevel2.global2.vic.edu.au
http://greenhillspslevel2.global2.vic.edu.au/
http://grade34ghps.global2.vic.edu.au
http://grade56l.global2.vic.edu.au
http://grade56l.global2.vic.edu.au/
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STUDENT OF THE WEEK  Term 1 Wk. 6 - PRESENTED AT ASSEMBLY on 20th March 2020 

 

Greenhills is recycling old mobile phones 
We now have a Mobile Muster collection box at the school office.  Mobile Muster transforms the components 
from mobile phone waste into valuable materials for reuse.  You can watch this video to see what happens. 

If you have any redundant mobile phones laying around (even old fossil flip phones!) please bring them to school 
and drop them in the green box!   Please leave batteries inside phones. 

What is accepted?  

 All makes and models of mobile phones 

 Mobile phone batteries       

 Mobile chargers and accessories     

 Mobile wireless internet devices 

 Smart watches and fitness trackers 

 

 

 

NAME CLASS REASON 

Fabian C Prep BH 
Fabian, I have loved watching your curious nature and your enthusiasm towards learning come to 
life! Keep up the amazing work superstar!  

Fletcher M Prep BJ 
Fletcher, I am SO impressed with your efforts in reading! You are pointing to the words you read and 
using the beginning sound to help you work out the word. WOW, keep up the amazing work super 
star! 

Anna T  Prep SM 
Anna, I have loved watching your enthusiasm for learning grow more and more every day. You give 
every task 100% with a giant smile on your face! Keep up the brilliant work superstar!  

 1/2’s None due to Swimming 

Elijah M 34B 
For being so focused during our reading sessions. I love hearing your ideas and the connections you 
make. You always show such a deep understanding of the texts we read! Keep doing what good 
readers do Eli, you are a super star! 

Sam C 34D 
I am so impressed with Sam's effort to improve his active listening, which is also enabling him to 
contribute to class discussions a lot more! We love hearing your ideas and opinions, Sam! 

Maya M 34H 
For your determination to ‘have a go’ and not give up when faced with a challenge or something 
new. You always strive to do your best. You did an amazing job stating your opinion and giving 
reasons during persuasive writing. You are AMAZING! 

Alasdair C 34K 
Your curiosity for learning is contagious! I love the questions you ask for clarification, your thoughts 
and ideas on various topics and your wonderings during reading. Keep up the enthusiasm! 

Ellana T 34R 
Ellana I am so impressed with the way you focus and reach for your goals in Buddy maths. Your 
positive attitude and dedication to learning is obvious in all you do.  

Jackson T 34S 
for settling into Greenhills so well. It is so great to see enjoying school and making new friends. We 
are so lucky to have you as part of 3/4S! 

Damon M 56E 
For the fantastic research you are doing for your Inquiry big question.  Once you had decided on a 
question, you were able to locate information in books and on websites using keywords. Keep up the 
great work Damon.  

Charlie R 56F 
For being an all round exceptional Greenhills student. Charlie your kindness, enthusiasm and 
initiative are invaluable within our class and your efforts as a leader are outstanding. Keep it up 
super star!! 

Theo N 56J 
For being an amazing role model and leader for the students in our class. You are always respectful 
and are a pleasure to teach. 

Alyssa G 56M 
Alyssa has had a fantastic start to the year. She is confident and calm when working in class and has 
a great group of friends. Alyssa is also showing that she's not scared to give things a go and make a 
few mistakes. This makes her a strong learner and a fantastic student.  

Ella W 56S For demonstrating EFFORT and ADVENTURE in your learning. Ella, I am extremely impressed by the 

Ella D ITALIAN For her enthusiasm and excellent recall in Italian sessions. It's delightful to teach you Italian Ella!!! 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mobilemuster.com.au%2Frecycling%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cgreenhills.ps%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7C31689ec72e324d4561d608d7b4bfa463%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637176607519446815&sdata
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Parents Partnerships – Parenting in the Age of Disruption  

(Advice from South African educator and author- Nikki Bush) 

 
We live in the age of disruption. The future your children will inherit will be very different from the world we live in now. A university 
degree, once a guarantee of a well-paid job, no longer ensures your child a career, let alone a steady income. So how can we prepare 
children to thrive in a world where it is estimated that over 20 per cent of today’s jobs will not exist in just five years time? How do we 
prepare them for a work-life of multiple careers and job changes? 

Nikki Bush believes that the future will belong to those who develop a broad range of personal capabilities rather than a narrow 
number of academic abilities. Bush has outlined five key personal factors that will help kids succeed in the future world of work. These 
are: 

Creativity and innovation 
With information being only a digital search away, knowledge is relatively easy to obtain in the digital age. The ability to think outside 
of the square and find new solutions to old problems will be one of the most highly valued skills in the new world of work. 

Love of learning 
In a world where people working into their seventies and beyond will become commonplace, a degree of qualification obtained in the 
early twenties will not guarantee continued success. The future will require people to be in charge of their own learning and be willing 
to continually upskill. Continuous learners rather than those who close themselves off to new ideas and concepts will thrive in the 
future. 

Resilience 
Life does not go in a straight line. It never has, but the future of work will have more twists and curves than ever before. Kids will need 
to be resilient and flexible enough to cope with rapid workplace change and lack of security, as well as be able to manage risk to 
earning a living. 

Self - Knowledge 
Personal knowledge of strengths, capabilities and talents has long been a skill that we have neglected to develop in kids. When the 
future is fluid and work continually changing, self-knowledge will become a passport to happiness and success. 

Teamwork 
The ability for your child to work as part of a team both virtually and in the real world will be more important than ever in the future 
world of work. Even jobs that have an individual skill focus will require people to work cooperatively alongside each other. 

As a parent, you can help to prepare your child to capitalise on the changing career and jobs landscape. Use Bush’s five personal 
factors for future success as a starting point as you ponder how to prepare your child to prosper in the age of disruptive change. 

Related webinar. Our school has a membership with Parenting Ideas. As part of this membership, you can attend the below 
webinar ‘Future-proofing your child’ at no cost.                                                                                                     

In this webinar Nikki Bush teaches parents what to expect and how to support their kids to thrive in a future world of work.     
 
When: 18 March 2020 8:00pm AEDT                                                                                                                                          
 
To redeem:  
1. Click this link: https://www.parentingideas.com.au/parent-resources/parent-webinars/webinar-future-proofing-your-child 
2. Click ‘Add to cart’ 
3. Click ‘View cart’ 
4. Enter the voucher code FUTURE and click ‘Apply Coupon’ Your discount of $37 will be applied. 
5. Click ‘Proceed to checkout’ 
6. Fill in your account details. These details are used to login to your account and access your parenting material  
7. Click ‘Place Order.’     
 
                                                                                                                                                                          
The voucher is valid until 18 June 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.parentingideas.com.au/parent-resources/parent-webinars/webinar-future-proofing-your-child
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SCHOOL CANTEEN 

Now available for children with special dietary requirements GLUTEN FREE No artificial colours or flavours Peters lemonade icy 

poles at $1 each.  These will only be available in Terms 1 and 4.  

 

OPERATING TIMES FOR TERM 1        

   

Monday – closed.  There will be no lunch orders or window sales available.  

Tuesday – closed.  There will be no lunch orders or window sales available. 

Wednesday, Thursday and Friday – lunch orders and window sales as usual on these three days. 

 

Volunteers are desperately needed to help in the canteen. You can volunteer for only one day per term if you wish. If you are 

interested in helping out (you are only required for approximately 1 hour on any day), please go to www.carebookings.com.au, 

type in the parent code "JGU9L" and enter the day(s) that you would be interested in helping.  

 

 

 

Miriam Pekolj   

Canteen Manager   

LIBRARY 

The library is looking for some help if you have a spare half hour or one hour at the end of the day to return books to the shelves. I am 
usually here on Tuesdays and Thursdays but you can do this task whilst waiting to pick up your 
children on any day of the week. Unfortunately, we cannot accommodate younger siblings as there 
may be classes in the Library at the same time. 

Please call me via the office first if you'd like to contribute in this way so I can explain what is 
required. 

 

 

Michelle Arthur   
Library Technician 

 

RECITAL CHOIR  
         

The Recital Choir has had a great start to the year. Thank you for getting your child to rehearsals on time. Please note that there won't 
be rehearsal next week due to the Grade 6 Camp. 
 

The following dates have been locked in for the Choir's performances, so far this year. 

1.) Choral@Montsalvat Festival - Sunday 3rd May - 1.00 - 3.00p/m. 

2.) Boroondara Eisteddfod - Wednesday 20th May 9.30 - 1.30p.m. 

3.) Salvation Army Performance - Friday 22nd May 1.45 - 2.45p.m. 
 

Jenny will be fitting out the students for their choir uniforms in the next few weeks. When your child gets to take home their uniform, 
it will need to be washed and ironed. Black shoes and black socks are also required for performances. A notice regarding the Choir's 
performance at Montsalvat will be sent out by the end of the term. 
 

 

Kate Stewart   
Music Teacher 
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INTERSCHOOL SPORT  

Friday 6th March, 2020 

Greenhills A VS Diamond Creek East – HOME

 

Greenhills B VS Laurimar C – AWAY     

 

Last Week’s Results 

 

DIVISION SWIMMING CARNIVAL 

Results to follow next week.  

COMMUNITY SPORTING ACHIEVEMENTS 

If your child achieves something special (grand final win, most valuable player award, best and fairest etc.), please email me 
(daley.jordan.w@edumail.vic.gov.au) through photos (just make sure these photos only contain students from Greenhills PS) to post in 
Contact.  

It is important to celebrate and recognise such successes with the school community. 

REBEL COMMUNITY KICKBACKS PROGRAM 

Greenhills Primary School is involved in the Rebel Community Kickbacks Program  

What can you do to help Greenhills primary School benefit from this program?  

Staff, family and friends can link the school to their Rebel Active Loyalty Program account and instantly start 
earning credits. 
 

 
 
Thank-you   

Jordan Daley 

Time: Sport: Venue: 

9.30am-10.30am 
approx. 

Basketball Greenhills PS 

Volleyball Greenhills PS 

Hot Shots N/A 

Rounders Greenhills PS 

Cricket Greensborough Park 

Time: Sport: Venue: 

9.30am-10.30am ap-
prox. 

Basketball Laurimar PS 

Volleyball Laurimar PS 

Hot Shots N/A 

Rounders Laurimar PS 

Cricket Laurimar PS / Doreen Recreation Reserve – TBC 

Greenhills A VS Apollo Parkways PS    Greenhills B VS Scared Heart 

  

Basketball Boys LOST   Basketball Boys LOST 

Basketball Girls WON   Basketball Girls LOST 

Volleyball Boys LOST   Volleyball Boys LOST 

Volleyball Girls WON   Volleyball Girls WON 

Hot Shots Boys LOST   Hot Shots Boys N/A 

Hot Shots Girls LOST   Hot Shots Girls N/A 

Rounders LOST   Rounders WON 

Cricket LOST   Cricket WON 

mailto:daley.jordan.w@edumail.vic.gov.au


Mine Street, Greensborough VIC 3088 Phone. 03 9435 4181 Fax. 03 9432 0733 

Email: greenhills.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

. 

 

 

 
 

 

 



Mine Street, Greensborough VIC 3088 Phone. 03 9435 4181 Fax. 03 9432 0733 

Email: greenhills.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Community / Sporting Events Advertising 
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