
Term 3, 23rd July 2020 
Greenhills is G.R.E.A.T.  

Grit, Respect, Effort, Adventure, Teamwork 

Term 3 - Week 1, 2020 

THE PRINCIPAL 
 

 

Hi Greenhills and welcome back to school for the start of Term 3! 
 

Once again – here we go starting another term in very different circumstances. As I wrote at the beginning of Remote learning 1.0 back 

in April, we have a long way to go and there will be plenty of challenges on the way but to be part of such a supportive and caring 

community definitely helps us on the important journey ahead of us. 

Our staff team recognise these are extraordinary times. The impact of the COVID-19 pandemic are being felt widely and deeply by our 

entire community. That is why it is so important that we remember that Greenhills is not just a school with a physical presence in Mine 

Street, Greensborough – we are a community with a wide reaching connection.  

We have had lots of offers of help from our school families so if there is anything you need or if you know of anyone who is doing it 

tough, please let me know and I will direct this support in an appropriate way. 

The health, safety and wellbeing (as well as the learning) of the entire Greenhills community continues to be at the core of our 

thinking. Please be reassured that Greenhills is here for you. 

 

 

WHAT’S COMING UP… 

 

In this section of the newsletter I thought I would keep you posted on our plans for next week and the week after. The way we are 

delivering our Remote & Flexible Learning program is through a very collaborative and collective effort. Each week, leaders from each 

of our teams help to make decisions around the continued refining and development of what we will do in future weeks. This helps 

ensure that what we do best fits our school context and supports our school community. This forward planning also enables us to 

factor in the feedback our staff, students and families provide to us. 

Next week (Week 2) will see all students participate in small group Webex teaching sessions. These will be timetabled in advance to 

assist you with organising at home. We are also introducing “live” or “open classroom” sessions on Webex with the teacher each 

morning between 9 and 9.30am. This is an opportunity for parents and students to ask quick questions and seek clarifications. Please 

note you may be directed into the teachers “waiting room” during this time if they are meeting with another parent. These open 

classrooms are available on a needs basis, so if your child understands what they are doing, they will just continue with their work. 

We will also have a “Space’ theme across the school so look out for the fun involved with that! 

In the following week (Week 3) we will be introducing a second Webex small group teaching sessions for students in Years 3-6.   

The reason for this is the increased independence of our older students as compared to our younger ones combined with the 

challenges of introducing new learning concepts across the broader and more demanding curriculum content in these levels of 

schooling. In Prep to Year 2, there will be an extra whole class Webex session on a Monday morning in Week 3.  

This is to continue to build the connection students have with their peers and school. 

 

 

 

 



 

USE OF FACE COVERINGS – WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR GREENHILLS 

 

In line with advice from the Victorian Chief Health Officer, the Victorian Government has announced that if you are aged 12 years or 

over, you must wear a face covering when leaving home. In schools this means that school-based staff must wear a face covering at 

school. Teachers and education support staff will not be required to wear face coverings while teaching, but those who wish to do so, 

can. Teachers, office staff and education support should wear face coverings in other areas of the school when not teaching. 

Students who attend primary school for on-site supervision will not be required to wear a face covering. Students who are aged 12 by 

year 6 will not be required to wear face coverings. The Victorian Chief Health officer has advised that it is not practical to require some 

primary school students to wear face coverings while others are not required to. 

Parents/carers will be required to wear face coverings whenever they leave the house including for school drop off and pick up. 

This advice certainly presents some challenges, but once again it is what we all need to do to get through this. I am building up a 

supply so that I don’t need to so washing everyday! Here is a sample of my collection so far and yes my Tigers one is my favourite! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One of the GREAT things about our school community is the support we give each other. I have had offers of masks being donated 

to families in need. If you are having any difficulties sourcing a mask for yourself or a member of your family please contact me and 

I will put you in touch with one of our Greenhills skilled mask makers!   

 

PARENT WEBEX SESSIONS WITH THE PRINCIPAL TEAM 

Both Janine and myself will be hosting an “open office” style session for parents and carers on Webex each week from 3.30pm – 4pm 

each Tuesday. 

This will be a very informal chance for you to speak with us, ask questions, provide feedback or just even check in and say hello. 

Here are the Webex details to access the meeting: 

Go to http://webex.com/   

Meeting number (access code): 1658336309  

Meeting password: QUdTMAmQ432  

 

A MESSAGE FROM VICKI WARD 

This week, Janine and I met with Vicki Ward to share our completed hall refurbishment project with her. Yes – this was using photos 

and Zoom technology.  Vicki was very impressed with what we have delivered.  

She asked me to let her office know if there was anything anyone in our community needed. As our Local Member of Parliament, Vicki 

has lots of connections to health, wellbeing and other support programs and organisations that families from our school can access. 

Once again if there is anything you need help with, please let me know. 

 

http://webex.com/


 

WHAT ARE YOU READING AT THE MOMENT? 

At Greenhills we are building a really strong love of reading. This is one of the most important elements of being a successful lifelong 

learner and it is vital that we model the importance of developing a love of reading to our children. We can do this by ensuring that we 

read with and listen to our children read every day, visiting libraries (when we can!) and discussing and sharing what we are reading.  

 

I am currently reading “Sword of Kings” by Bernard Cornwell. This the 12th book in an historical fiction series set in England during the 

late 800’s, which is right in the middle of Viking time. I have absolutely love this series and as this is the final one I am taking my time 

and really savouring it.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stay safe and stay GREAT. 

 

James Penson 

Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO THE FOLLOWING STUDENTS CELEBRATING  

THEIR BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK AND LAST WEEK 
 

Ophelia C, Zavier T, Georgia M, Jackson R, Marlowe P, Thomas H, 

Annabelle M, Sophie W, Ollie W, Sienna B, Elena FC, Addison L, Spencer L, 

Sienna B, Chanelle L, Logan T, Asher P, Ash R, Georgina W, Mia B,  

Masyn L, Jed O & Charlotte S 
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FROM THE OFFICE 
 

Dear parents and guardians, 

COVID-19 has affected many families financially and we are aware that this may apply to you. We want to reach out to say that if you 

require any financial assistance with school payments, please do not hesitate to call or email James Penson or myself. 

During the coming weeks, you will receive a system generated family statement outlining the status of your family school payments. If 

you are on a quarterly instalment payment arrangement, please note that this statement is for your information only.  The third 

quarterly instalment for those who pay via Direct Debit has been processed, and those who self-manage these payments can do so 

through BPAY or QKR. 

If you are leasing a netbook for a Year 6 student and making term payments, the third payment is due this week. If you have a Direct 

Debit agreement in place for these payments, this will be processed administratively. 

We are aware that some family school payments included events which have not or may not go ahead due to COVID-19. We would 

like to reassure those who have either paid family school payments upfront or in instalments that a credit will be made to their family 

account. Please note that this credit will not be processed until around the beginning of October 2020 once events have been 

confirmed. Below is a list of the events which credits may be applied to; 

 

 Excursion Payment $70  

 Prep and Year 3 & 4 Swimming $75  

 Year 5 & 6 Interschool Sport $160 

 Choir $60 

 Carnivals $50 ($10 for Cross Country and $15 for Athletics Carnival) – Please note that the Swimming Carnival ($25) took place 

on 13/02/2020 

 

Here  is a link to Diamond Valley Community support https://www.dvsupport.org.au/kidsassisteducation  

 

 

Kate Reade  

Business Manager 

 

                                                                                 

 

 
PREP 2021 UPDATE 

Due to the current restrictions in place, our Prep 2021 Experience Greenhills sessions will be rescheduled. 

  

At this stage we are hoping that we can run these early in Term 4 and then continue with our Orientation 

and Meet the Teacher Sessions as advertised.  

  

I’m sure that the children have been very eager and excited, we will keep you updated when we have 

confirmed dates. 

  

 

https://www.dvsupport.org.au/kidsassisteducation
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Parent Partnerships 
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Roslyn Mackie  

(Home-School Partnerships Leader) 
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