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WHAT’S HAPPENING @ GREENHILLS 2020 

WHAT’S HAPPENING @ GREENHILLS 2021 

Friday 18th December 1pm Finish - Last day of school 

Wednesday 27th January Staff Return (Off-site Professional Learning Activity) 

OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED – Statewide Curriculum Day 

Thursday 28th January Curriculum Day (Pupil Free) 

Friday 29th January Years 1-6 students start school 

Monday 1st February Preps start school (staggered start ½ class) 

Tuesday 2nd February Preps start school (staggered start ½ class) 

Wednesday 3rd February 2021 Prep Information Night 

Friday 5th February Cheers n Tears – Prep morning tea 

Wednesday 10th February Meet the Teacher (Parent-Teacher Interviews) 

Friday 12th February Years 1 & 2 Swimming lessons commence 

Wednesday 19th February Welcome 2021 Picnic Event 

Friday 26th February Curriculum Day (Pupil Free) 

Monday 8th March Labour Day Public Holiday 

Tuesday 9th March Year 6 Camp (Tuesday 9th-Friday 12th March) 

Tuesday 16th March Variation to School Hours Day – Student Led Conferences 

Wednesday 24th March Year 5 2021 Camp (Wednesday 24th - Friday 26th March) **note this is 

the replacement camp for Year 4’s 2020  not the camp for students in 

Year 4 2021 . This date is  27-29 October 2021. 

Thursday 1st April Last day of Term 1 – 2.30pm Finish 



FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
 

Welcome to the final newsletter of the year….we made it!! 

 

THANK YOU TO OUR 2020 STAFF TEAM 
 

In the final newsletter for this year I would like to acknowledge the hard work, initiative and flexibility of our staff over the 

course of this year and also express my deep gratitude, respect and appreciation for them. I thank them for their 

ingenuity, resilience, passion and strength, as we navigated the unprecedented challenges in 2020.  I thank all of our staff 

for giving above and beyond, stepping up and supporting each other, our leadership team and me personally. I 

acknowledge the extra hours they commit each week spent focused on our school. Many of which are hours well outside 

the normal school day at home of an evening and over weekends. Our State system relies on the good will of our staff to 

do this and it is one of the elements as to why our system is continuing to move from strength to strength. 

 

Thank you to our teachers: Roberta Iebbiano, Andrea Williams, Sarah Leach,  Ros Mackie, Alex Katsogiannis, Tracey Watts, 

Rachel Emmerling, Sharon Draper, Megan Hattenfels, Suzie Hussein, Jo Ciancio, Kate Stewart, Lauren Richardson, Betty 

Hajichristou, Krysten O’Leary, Tegan Smith, Becc Stephens, Ashley Dunne, Jordan Daley, Jon McFarland, Jess Johnston, 

Nigel Dunne, Bianca Fedele, Samantha Marmo, David Symeonidis, Lynsey Barrett, Lauren O’Connell, Bonnie Jones, 

Kristine Charles, Jen Ellis, Kristen Romano, Brad Ryan & Janine Hough.  

 

Thank you to our Education Support team. Our classroom based ES's do an incredible job. They are out every day 

supporting students at lunchtime and the work they do is vital for us. Thank you Raelene Turner, Jenny Cranston, Sheryl 

Munks-Callahan, Libby Egan, Alannah Baird and Ashley MacKinven.  

 

Thank you to Max Smith for working so hard to keep our school looking so great, Michelle Arthur for organising our 

school library, Miriam Pekolj for running our canteen so effectively and Karen Heitzmann for providing outstanding care in 

Fist Aid. 

 

Thank you to our Education Support Admin team. Our office is such a dynamic and busy place to be and this was even 

more so in 2020. Our office team help the school to function so that we can balance the DET requirements and processes 

we must complete and also support the link with our parent community. Thank you Anne Doolan, Nicole Pearson, Kate 

Reade & Victoria Harris. 

 

A special thank you to our leadership team. They do so many things each day that the school relies on. Many of these 

things go unseen. The leadership team have been vital in developing, managing and leading all of our improvements and 

key actions this year right across the whole school. Thank you Janine Hough, Brad Ryan, Jess Johnston and Nigel Dunne. 

 

YEAR 6 GRADUATION 

Last week, we hosted our Year 6 Graduation Ceremony. It was GREAT being able to host this event on-site and have our 

parents attend as well. Overall it was a wonderful evening where we had the opportunity to congratulate all of our Year 6 

students and acknowledge all of their achievements over the past 7 years at our school.  

 
 

As a school community, we can take pride knowing that through participation in the learning opportunities provided over 

seven years of primary education, our Greenhills Graduates will leave our school being able to: 

 hold strong their principles and be able to think for themselves 

 be well balanced individuals who care for others and the world around them 

 be literate, numerate and curious 

 apply their knowledge and share it with others 

 listen to others perspectives and make responsible and confident choices, and 

 at times take risks which may indeed step them out of their comfort zone. 

Well done and congratulations to each of our Graduates – you can feel very proud on all you have achieved throughout 

your learning journey so far. 



I would also like to take this opportunity to thank the parents of our graduating students for placing the trust and 

confidence in our school to teach and guide your most precious children.  

During the ceremony, we also recognised all those families who with the departure of their Year 6 child this year, will be 

leaving our school community. I thank all of these families for their contribution to our school over these years.  
 

YEAR 6 GRADUATION AWARDS 2020 

A special part of our Graduation Ceremony was the presentation of awards. Here is a list of the students who were 

presented with an award: 

 
 

TUTOR LEARNING INITIATIVE 
  

We know that the remote learning experience was different for every student. While some students thrived, some 

students may not have engaged as fully with remote learning. For most of our students, regular high-quality teaching in 

2021 will be enough to help them progress to the expected level of learning. Some students will benefit from additional 

intensive learning support in 2021. 

  

As you may be aware, in response to this, the Victorian Government is investing $250 million in the Tutor Learning 

Initiative to enable schools across Victoria to engage around 4,100 teachers as tutors in 2021 to support students who 

need extra assistance with their learning. Each schools will determine how this initiative is best implemented for their 

students and will ensure that students will get this support in a way that minimises disruptions to other learning or school 

activities.  
 

For Greenhills, we will use this funding to employ an additional classroom teacher. This then enables us to release Jess 

Johnston to work with teaching teams to deliver the Tutor Program which will start in Term 1. Jess will work with several 

small groups of students in Years 3-6 over each week. The funding will also be used to provide additional time in our 

Literacy Support program with Sharon Draper. This will be focused on Years 1 & 2 at the start of the year. Sharon will also 

work in the classrooms alongside classroom teachers to support small groups of students in reading and maths.  

Further information about the Tutor Learning Initiative, and how it will be implemented for students who need small 

group learning support in our school, will be provided before students begin tutoring in 2021.  

Award Selection Criteria Recipients 

Principal’s Awards for 
Educational Excellence 

Excelling throughout Grade 6 in a range of curriculum areas 
and for making Greenhills a wonderful place to learn. 

Masyn Lee 
Zoe Buttigieg 

Mathematics Excellence 
Award 

Outstanding achievements in all aspects of the Mathematics 
Curriculum. 

Caelan Robinson 
Chad Kyme 

Numeracy GRIT Award Continuously displaying a positive attitude towards maths. 
Passion for learning and academic success while at the same 
time seeing the purpose in making mistakes and goal setting.  

Alyssa Wearne 

English Excellence 
Award 

Outstanding achievements in all aspects of the English Curric-
ulum. 

Kate Mickan 

Literacy GRIT Award Consistently demonstrating a willingness to improve Literacy 
skills in reading, writing and spelling. Regularly seeking feed-
back on their Literacy Learning and striving to improve and 
achieve academic success. 
  

Sienna Bonazza 

Italian Language Award Outstanding achievements in Language Studies. Lucille Van Leuven 
Riley McNally 

Physical Education 
Award 

Outstanding contributions made to all areas of the Physical 
Education and Sport Program. 

Chas Woodward 

Visual Art Award Outstanding participation in all aspects of Visual Art. Amelie Carter-Griffith 

Music Award Outstanding contributions made to the Music Program Esmarie Victor 

3rd Division Signals 
Award 

Continually showing G.R.E.A.T. values of Generosity, Respect, 
Enthusiasm, Acceptance and Teamwork, both in and outside 
of the classroom. Leading by example and inspiring others to 
do the same. 

Georgia L’Estrange 
Flynn Kitchen 



THANK YOU EVERYONE  

I wish to pay special tribute and thanks to our parents and carers. Your dedication, involvement and support was 

enormous. You stepped into very unfamiliar shoes and walked beside our staff team to ensure that your child/ren was 

able to continue with their learning with as little interruption as was possible in the circumstances. You went beyond what 

was thought possible and for much longer than expected.  

Thank you and well done to all of our students. To sustain motivation, interest and engagement in learning this year has 

been a real achievement. To see how our students managed Remote & Flexible Learning was impressive and then it was 

capped off by the outstanding way in which they returned to school on both occasions. 

The smiles on their faces, their growing willingness to have a go and their constant effort to show our GREAT values helps 

to make this school so special. They are the drivers of our school culture and we are so proud of them. 

As the saying goes, “never waste a crisis”. For us this means that the lessons learnt this year have been embedded and 

woven into our Annual Improvement Plan for 2021. Today we have a greater awareness of our strengths and we also 

have a much bigger understanding of what is possible. With an end to 2020 in sight, we can look forward to next year 

with a new sense of optimism, appreciation, energy and excitement.  

 

Merry Christmas & Happy Holidays! See you back in 2021….it is going to be GREAT Fun!        
 

 

 

 

                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

James Penson 

Principal  



 

 

 

VISUAL ART DIARIES 2021 

 

Dear Parents 

Just a quick note about Visual Art diaries for next year. As was the case this year, all students will require a diary. This 
year’s diary will be retained as they move into 2021 and we have organised for students to take their diaries with them to 
their last ‘Meet the Teacher’ session on Thursday 10th December.  

 

During the first remote learning period, most students took their diaries home with them. Unfortunately, some never 
made it back to school. After this Thursday, can you please check with your son/daughter to see whether or not they have 
a diary at school. If they don’t, and if you are unable to locate it at home, can you please organise an A4 Visual Art diary, 
with a hard durable plastic cover, ready for 2021. They will be available at Officeworks or other suppliers, but we suggest 
you try to organise this sooner rather than later as they tend to sell out at the start of the year. This item wasn’t put on 
the booklist as an option as it was thought it may cause confusion and might lead to parents buying books when they 
were not required. Thank you and please contact either of us at school if you have any further questions. 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Andrea Williams & Sarah Leach 
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Term 1 2021 
29th January -  First day of school (Year 1’s – Year 6’s) 

1st or 2nd Feb -  First day of school for Preps (Staggered start)   

1st  February -  House Swimming Carnival (Year 3’s – Year 6’s) 

3rd February -  2021 Prep Parent Information Night 

5th February -  “Cheers and Tears” Prep Morning tea 

5th February -  Grade 1 & 2 Swimming lessons start 

9th February - PA meeting 

10th February - “Meet the Teacher” Interviews (3.50pm-6.50pm) 

26th February -  Curriculum Day (Pupil Free) 

3rd March –  Student Support Group (SSG) meetings 

9th - 12th Mar -  Year 6 Camp 

16th March –  Student Led Conferences (Variation to School Hours day – 

students only attend for the duration of their conference). 

24th - 26th Mar - Year 5 Camp 

1st April -   Last day of Term 1 (2.30pm finish) 

19th April -   Term 2 Starts 



Mine Street, Greensborough VIC 3088 Phone. 03 9435 4181 Fax. 03 9432 0733 
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Greenhills Family Business  
 

Yellow Pages 

 

 
 
Does your family run a small business? Would you like 
your business to be promoted around our school community? We want to help! Send in your business card, flyer 
or just a paragraph of information about the service and/or products you provide to: 
sarah.leach@education.vic.gov.au 

My name is Emily and I’m a beauty therapist 
with over 20 years experience. Waxing is my 
passion. I have a comfortable but basic home 
salon located in Greensborough. Reasonable 
prices and a great service. Children welcome. 

mailto:sarah.leach@education.vic.gov.au

