
Term 4,  12th November 2020 
Greenhills is G.R.E.A.T.  

Grit, Respect, Effort, Adventure, Teamwork 

Term 4 - Week 6, 2020 
 

 

 

WHAT’S HAPPENING @ GREENHILLS 2020 

 

WHAT’S HAPPENING @ GREENHILLS 2021 

 

Friday 13th November Assembly (Video Link) 

Thursday 19th November School Photos 

Tuesday 24th November 6.30pm Education & Communications Sub-Committee Meeting 

7.30pm PA Meeting 

Friday 27th November Assembly (Video Link) 

Tuesday 1st December House Fun Day (To be confirmed) 

Friday 4th December Meet the Teacher 

Monday 7th  December  6.30pm School Council 

Tuesday 8th December Whole School Transition 

Thursday 10th December Whole School Transition  

Year 6 Graduation Celebration 

Friday 11th December Assembly (Video Link) 

Friday 16th December Final School Assembly (Planned Video Link) 

Friday 18th December 1pm Finish - Last day of school 

Wednesday 27th January Staff Return (Off-site Professional Learning Activity) 
OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED – Statewide Curriculum Day 

Thursday 28th January Curriculum Day (Pupil Free) 

Tuesday 29th January Years 1-6 students start school 

Monday 1st February Preps start school (staggered start ½ class) 

Tuesday 2nd February Preps start school (staggered start ½ class) 

Wednesday 10th February Meet the Teacher (Parent-Teacher Interviews) 

Monday 8th March Labour Day Public Holiday 

Tuesday 9th March Year 6 Camp (Tuesday 9th-Friday 12th March) 

Tuesday 16th March Variation to School Hours Day – Student Led Conferences 

Wednesday 24th March Year 4 Camp (Wednesday 24th - Friday 26th March) 

Thursday 1st April Last day of Term 1 – 2.30pm Finish 
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Last Thursday was a GREAT day for our school. It was wonderful to have our students celebrate “Italian Day”.  There was a 

real sense of community, adventure and fun! Read further in CONTACT for more photos. A very big thank you to Signora 

Iebbiano e Signora Ciancio for organising the day and to our families for your wonderful support and involvement.  

 

REMEMBERANCE DAY 2020 

On Wednesday 11th November we paused to commemorate Remembrance Day. Our wonderful leaders, Emily and 

Isabelle, lead our Remembrance Day commemorations.  They provided an overview of the purpose and importance of 

Remembrance Day and spoke about the sacrifice and commitment of those men and women who have served our nation 

in active service.   

 

We observed a minute silence and encouraged all students to visit our Remembrance Garden. 

 

  



 

2021 PLANNING AHEAD 

With just over 5 weeks remaining in our school year, lots of planning has been happening behind the scenes to prepare 

for the new school year. I say “behind the scenes” because as a staff we are really trying to ensure we all stay in the 

moment and treasure the time we have left this year with our students. As such, our teaching and learning program 

continues in full swing. As we recommenced on site learning this term, we took the opportunity to make space in our 

school day for two very important sessions. Each morning we have timetabled dedicated reading time for all students 

across the school. I constantly reference that our school is a “reading” school. This means that we:  

ensure high quality reading instruction every day (and we never rest in our drive to improve this). 

diligently track student reading progress and growth and use this data to guide our program.  

maintain a rich school library and extend this in to all classrooms with reading corners. 

celebrate and share our love of reading. 

We have also set aside time after recess for all students to focus on maths and in particular number fluency. This includes 

practising counting patterns, number facts and embedding our core maths competencies such as part,part whole etc. Our 

aim is to use these short and sharp focused sessions to improve the skills and confidence of our students and most 

importantly help them to think and act like strong mathematicians.  

Following our School Council meeting on Monday, I can confirm that school will commence for students in Years 1-6 on 

Friday 29th January. Our Preps will follow on the Monday and Tuesday of the next week with our traditional and very 

effective staggered start. Other important dates that have been confirmed are listed on the top section of this newsletter 

and will continue to be updated each week as we finalise more of Term 1. 

GRADE STRUCTURES - INFORMATION 2021 

Having completed our collection of parent, student and teacher requests, we have nearly finalised our class groups for 

next year. I can confirm that at this stage we will operate with 22 grades via the following structure: 

 

2021 as at 12/11/2020 
 

**Please note that this may change into and throughout next year. 

 
 

We will also continue to operate with 4 specialist subjects for the full school year. These are Italian, Visual Arts, 
Performing Arts and Physical Education.  
 
I take this opportunity to reinforce the message that we consider all of our classes to be composite classes. In each of our 

grades we have over four different levels of academic learning and many levels of social and emotional needs. Our staff 

work very effectively in teams to target our teaching to the skills and knowledge that is required by each student. The way 

we build any of our classes is not different from each other. All classes are built to ensure a balance of academic, social 

and behavioural needs.  

The full list of staff for next year and their roles will be published to the whole school community on Friday 4th December 

which is the day our students have a short meet and greet session with their new class. These will then lead into our 2 x 

whole school transition sessions on Tuesday 8th December and Thursday 10th December. 

  Current enrolments No of classes Class Sizes 

Prep 86 4 21, 21, 22, 22 

Grade 1 65 3 21, 22, 22 

Grade 2 86 4 21, 21, 22, 22 

Grade 3 61 6 x Grade 3/4’s 
Total students  = 146 

24, 24, 24 

Grade 4 85 24, 25, 25 

Grade 5 77 5 x Grade 5/6’s 
Total students  = 141 

28, 28, 28 

Grade 6 64 28, 29 

Total 526 22 Grades   



 

PREP ORIENTATION – ON SITE PROGRAM HAS COMMENCED!  

Our 2021 Prep cohort continued their wonderful start to their learning journey at Greenhills Primary with our Prep 

Orientation program this week. Schools have now been permitted to allow small groups of kinder / pre-prep students on-

site. To cater for our large prep cohort this means we are running 9 x 1 hour sessions each Tuesday and Wednesday – a 

big undertaking! This will operate for four weeks in total and is being run by our 2021 Prep Team which I am pleased to 

announce are: Betty Hajichristou, Bonnie Jones, Samantha Marmo and Nigel Dunne. 

 

A GREAT TRANSITION…. 

All of these activities I have just written about represent the more visible elements of our transition program. What you 

might not be aware of or see is the extensive work of our staff team organising the best class structure, preparing our 

students through experiences that build knowledge and skills required for the next stage in their learning and information 

being passed from staff member to staff member around individual students and cohort needs. The result of all of this 

work is a high quality transition process which ultimately gives all of our students the best start to school each year.     

iPADS UPDATE 

I am pleased to announce that our School Council has approved the extension of our 1:1 Bring Your Own Device iPad 

Program to include Years 3 and 4. This decision has been made on the basis of a high proportion of families with students 

in these year levels supporting the program by indicating that they will be part of it. 

Next week, I will be sending home a survey for all families to complete to provide further feedback to help guide our 

delivery of this strategy.  

The timeline for any implementation will be as follows: 

 Term 4 2020 – Current Year 4’s complete iPad Program form and purchase through school portal or indicate that 

they will be purchasing from another source of providing from home. These will then be delivered and set up ready 

for the start of 2021. (Note that it may take 2-3 weeks for all iPads to be connected to our school network).  

 Term 4 2020 Survey completed and then 1:1 program confirmed in Years 3 & 4 based on % of support. 

 Option for Years 3-4 to purchase via school portal and this will be extended to include Term 1 2021. 

 Term 1 2021 – Years 5 & 6 Program commences as per normal. 

 Term 2 2021 – Years 3 & 4 Program commences (if operating). 

This timeline ensures that school families with students in Years 3 & 4 (2021) are provided with 5 months lead in time in 

which to source or purchase an iPad. More details will be sent out as we confirm this and please note that we have plans 

in place for any family that is unable to provide an iPad for their child. 

As always, if you require any financial support or consideration, please contact me at the school. We have now set up a 

Family Support Fund to assist and there are also a range of other services and supports we can investigate. These 

conversations are always kept confidential and most importantly ensure that all students at Greenhills are provided with 

the same GREAT opportunities.      

 

James Penson 

Principal 
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FROM THE OFFICE 
 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

It has been a busy week in the office and there have been a number of forms 

sent home with the students including: 

 Family statements detailing 2021 Family charges and any outstanding 

2020 charges.  All credits have been applied to accounts for incursions/

excursions that could not take place due to Covid. 

 2021 Fee schedule - If you have a credit on your account you can deduct this from your 2021 fees or choose to 

donate to one of our Voluntary funds.  Due 30th November, 2020. 

 2021 booklist –The booklist suppliers-“Winc” offer free delivery if your order is placed before the 1st December. 

 2021 Grade 5 & 6 Interschool sports top (sent to Grade 4) – Due back 4th December, 2020. 

 2021 Grade 6 Uniforms (sent to Grade 5) – Due back 4th December, 2020. 

 2021 Photograph order envelopes- School photo day is on the 19th November, 2020. 

 2020 Grade 6 end of cycle Netbooks – Due back 27th November, 2020. 

 2020 Grade 4 iPad information pack – Due back 11th December, 2020. 

Graduation Bear order deadline is the 27th November, 2020. 

All the above information is available on the School website. 

COVID-19 has affected many families financially and we are aware that this may apply to you. We want to reach out to 

say that if you require any financial assistance with school payments, please do not hesitate to call or email the Principal, 

James Penson 

As always if you have any queries please do not hesitate to contact the office.Dering69@D 

The “A” team  

 

 

 

 

 

Anne,            Karen,          Nicole   &      Victoria 

Administration  Team 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School Office Hours 

Monday to Friday 

8.30am – 4.30pm 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO THE  FOLLOWING STUDENTS   

CELEBRATING THEIR BIRTHDAYS  
 
 

  Lily C, Oliver B, Harry K, Olivia D, Ella W & Lois L 
  

(Almost virtual) Book Fair 
11-17 November, 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Book Fair that was booked for September is finally here at Greenhills now! Unfortunately, we cannot have families 

coming in but students are able to make a wish list in Library time and bring the list home for family input. The books can 

be paid for online with Scholastic or payment can be made on Greenhills QKR under the events tab.  

The wish list needs to come back to the school office as soon as possible, but NO LATER THAN TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 17TH. 

Please ensure that your child’s name, grade and clearly marked choice/s are legible on the wish list form. The receipt 

number on the back is for online orders and must be added to the form. If you are paying with QKR please screen shot the 

receipt and send a copy with the wish list.  

Orders will be delivered to students as soon as possible but no later than December 1st. Should you wish to order a 

Christmas surprise/gift please email the details to the office with the subject line ‘Book Fair Gift’ and you will be contacted 

about collection details. 

We really benefit from holding the Fair as we replenish the Library with new books from the GREAT commission we earn 

(40%). I will endeavour to add some pictures to the Greenhills Facebook group to assist selection of appropriate material 

for your child.  

Thanks for your support, 

Michelle Arthur 
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JSC NEWSBREAK 

 

Written by Georgia M and Phenix  

¾ Camp Days 

This week the 3/4’s have participated in the alternative camp days. 
Due to covid this year, the year 4’s couldn't  attend the normal grade 
4 camp at Adanac. So the teachers decided to bring the camp back 
to Greenhills also letting the year 3’s join in. They completed many 
fun activities such as watching a movie, doing a treasure hunt, bak-
ing cookies, playing many outside games, doing a talent show and 

many more. 

 

Reminders! 

As we are getting into summer season the weather is becoming hot-
ter so remember to please bring a drink bottle to school as the drink 
taps are still out of order. Also always watch where you step as it’s 
also snake season. We’ve noticed that the school yard is looking a 
little dirty, so please ensure that you put your rubbish in the bin at 

snack and lunch, also when the bell goes after play time could you 
please try and pick up at least 5 pieces of rubbish.  



Mine Street, Greensborough VIC 3088 Phone. 03 9435 4181 Fax. 03 9432 0733 

Email: greenhills.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

                   

STUDENT OF THE WEEK  Term 4  Wk. 6 PRESENTED AT ASSEMBLY 27th Nov 2020     

HERE ARE OUR SUPERSTARS for this week..  

 

 

 

                   

  

 

 

NAME CLASS REASON 

Jayla B Prep BH 
Jayla, I have been very impressed with your writing. I love the way you are now editing your writing and 
rereading it to ensure it makes sense. Keep up the great effort superstar!! 

London K Prep BJ 
For challenging yourself during writing. I am SO proud of the way you are taking on feedback and writing 
interesting sentences with different sentence starters. Keep up your amazing work, you are a Superstar!  

Eva M Prep SM 
For your hard work and enthusiasm with your writing. Eva is always pushing herself to be the best writer 
she can be by editing her writing to make sure she has added enough detail. I loved Eva's descriptive piece 
about the farm animals. Her adjectives brought the story to life! Well done Eva! 

Josie E 1KO 
For how well you are using your revising skills to improve your writing by adding stronger verbs and adverbs 
to improve the description. Keep it up superstar! 

Maddie M 1LO 
For your hard work and determination during numeracy, especially with your number lines. You are happy 
to give everything a go and you are blowing me away every session with your knowledge. Keep up the 
awesome work, Maddie! 

Riley G 1ND 
For his hard work and determination as a reader. Riley is using great strategies and making sure not to 
guess when he sees a new word. Keep it up Riley, you're getting better and better every day!  

Oliver A 1RM 
For thinking about his thinking. Oliver has set himself the goal of being able to put into words the strategies 
that he uses to solve problems. Congratulations Oliver I am so proud of your determination to be the best 
mathematician that you can be! 

Zoe P 2BR 
For her great attitude towards Maths. I have been so impressed with the way that you are explaining your 
thinking and the choices you make. You have come so far this year Zoe, well done! 

Xander S 2TW 
Xander, I love the way you are really listening carefully during whole class activities. You are really 
beginning to have confidence sharing your knowledge with the rest of the grade. Awesome work! 

Stefan T 34B 
For being an insightful, caring and reflective leader. Your confidence and wonderful sense of humour have a 
great impact on our classroom and I love seeing your mindset towards maths improve as well as taking on 

Callum 34H 
For displaying GREAT teamwork skills and a positive attitude during our Camp Fun Days. Your biscuit designs 
were really cool and you were fantastic during the Amazing Race Treasure Hunt. You are a wonderful 

Summer M 34S 
Thank you for always being such a kind and caring person in 3/4S. We are so lucky to have you as part of 
our grade. Well done Summer! 

Emily L 56E 
For your persistence when learning to show your understanding of decimal number patterns. You identify 
the rule and apply it to finishing the pattern. Great work Emily. 

Audrey D 56J 
For her constant drive to improve and achieve. I am always so impressed by the way you take on feedback 
and apply it in order to make your work the best it can be! 

Archie M 56J 
You have grown as a leader so much this year Archie. I have been so impressed by the way you have 
matured and continue to be such a great role model for those around you!  

James P 56M 
James has really enjoyed being back at school after remote learning. He is full of energy and loving being 
part of the class again. Well done on such a great job returning to school James.  

Riley 56S 
For showing great leadership and organisation on Italian Day and as our classes Minister of Foreign Affairs. 
Well done! 
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ITALIAN DAY 

Ciao!! 

We would like to say ‘grazie mille’ (a 1000 thanks) to all the amazing students and their amazing parents who supported 

them with their Italian dress up for ‘Italian Day 2020’. Even given the very challenging times we were so impressed with 

the efforts that students made with their costumes!! 

Gelato was enjoyed by students despite the weather and many grades enjoyed ‘Italian inspired’ activities.  

 

Grazie 

Signora Iebbiano e Signora Ciancio 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

OPERATING TIMES FOR TERM 4    
   

Wednesday, Thursday and Friday –  Lunch orders and window sales as usual on these days. 
 

 

Grades 3 and 4                                    Wednesday only 
 

Prep, Grades 5 and 6                          Thursday only 
 

Grades 1 and 2                                     Friday only 
 

Now available for children with special dietary requirements GLUTEN FREE No artificial colours or 

flavours Peters lemonade icy poles at $1 each.  These  will only be available in Terms 1 and 4.  

Weekly homemade items will be for sale such as slices and biscuits ranging from 50 cents to $1. 
 

The canteen is now using bamboo spoons and forks to comply with the  
sustainability committee's goals.  



Mine Street, Greensborough VIC 3088 Phone. 03 9435 4181 Fax. 03 9432 0733 

Email: greenhills.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Greenhills Primary School Fundraiser 

Would you like to own one of these pets? Actually they are ice bricks, to travel in your 

lunch box each day, keeping your food cool and safe! Just put them in the freezer each 

night, that’s where they sleep!                                                                                                                                                                                               

 

 

Money raised will go towards the Grade 6 Student Leaders purchasing an item for our 

school. 

 

Student’s Name……………………………………………………….  Grade……………………………. 
 

 
 

Amount enclosed $........... 

Payment made by Cash                     QKR   Ref no………………………………………. 

 

 

They are just $5 each! Great for presents too! Students will be processing the orders, 

bagging the pets and delivering them to the classrooms, as part of real life learning. There 

are limited stock of each design so orders will be processed as they come in.    

Pet Number ordered 

Ladybird   

Dog   

Elephant   

Frog   

Monkey   

Total   
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Parent Partnerships  

The Power of Sorry by Maggie Dent 

Our boys tend to get into trouble more than our girls. There are lots of cultural and biological reasons for this but much of 

it boils down to the fact that boys are still soft-wired to be ‘mammoth hunters’, ready to react to any threat. 

Generally, boys have more muscle than girls and, with that, a physicality that gets them in strife. There’s also brain 

research that shows that, while females tend to quickly shift emotions from the brain’s limbic system to the word centres 

of the brain, males tend to shift them into their bodies. 

This is more obvious as our boys become teens as they can be as big and strong as men, but their brains are under 

construction and their bodies are flooded with testosterone. 

Author and counsellor Michael Gurian writes that boys tend to seek external measures of success to feel good about 

themselves. It is critical they maintain credibility and status in the eyes of the ‘tribe’… that is their peers, not you. 

Inevitably, all this means your son will probably make many mistakes; or hurt himself; hurt someone else; or make a very 

poor, thoughtless, seemingly stupid or cruel choice. 

React with compassion not shame 

How you react as a parent can significantly impact how your son recovers from mucking up. Your first reactions may be 

anger, disappointment or the urge to discipline harshly. However, there are other ways of reacting that can strengthen 

your bond with your son and ensure he learns from the experience through growth rather than shame.  

Listen to him, guide him to see the impact of his poor choice, help him make it right, forgive him and ask him what he 

might do next time he’s in the same situation. 

Break down the old male-code 

This code told us that men don’t apologise as it’s a sign of weakness. One of the most powerful things we can teach our 

boys is that when we make mistakes, we own up to them and we apologise if need be. Teach your boys that saying sorry 

when they really mean it is a sign of courage and strength, not the opposite. It is also about taking responsibility for your 

actions, which is important for boys to learn. They need to see the men in their lives – particularly dads – apologise. 

Don’t force an apology 

Forcing a boy to apologise can be problematic. A genuine apology is very different to a forced apology. A genuine apology 

has a real sense of remorse attached to it. Coach your son to see the situation through the other person’s eyes. If 

someone has been impacted, he needs to apologise and make amends even if he didn’t intend for the consequences of 

his poor choice to happen. It doesn’t mean he’s wrong. It just means his choice affected someone. 

Embrace failure 

To help your son better learn about failure, have conversations about things you hear in the media where boys and men 

have experienced failure and recovered. Steve Smith, the former captain of the Australian cricket team who was involved 

in a ball-tampering scandal, is a great example. He owned his mistake, publicly apologised and he went on to have a very 

successful return to cricket. 

Your son is going to make poor decisions repeatedly until he has enough myelin in his brain to be more mindful of the 

choices he makes. That is just a fact of life. As parents, your job is to, day-by-day, help your son learn a culture of 

accountability without a need for severe punishment, shaming or ridicule. 

Maggie Dent 

Commonly known as the ‘queen of common sense’, Maggie Dent has become one of Australia’s favourite parenting 
authors and educators, with a particular interest in the early years, adolescence and resilience. She has written seven 
major books including the bestselling Mothering Our Boys and her 2020 release, From Boys to Men. Maggie is host of the 
ABC podcast, Parental As Anything. For further details visit maggiedent.com 
 

 

Roslyn Mackie 

(Home-School Partnerships Leader) 

https://www.abc.net.au/radio/programs/parental-as-anything-with-maggie-dent/
https://www.maggiedent.com/
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COMMUNITY ADVERTISING 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

         

 

Greenhills Family Business  

Yellow Pages 

 

 

My name is Emily and I’m a beauty therapist with over 20 years experience. Waxing is my passion. I have a 
comfortable but basic home salon located in Greensborough. Reasonable prices and a great service. Children 
welcome. School hours and weekends available. 
 
 
Does your family run a small business? Would you like your business to be promoted around our school 
community? We want to help! Send in your business card, flyer or just a paragraph of information about the 
service and/or products you provide to: sarah.leach@education.vic.gov.au 

mailto:sarah.leach@education.vic.gov.au

