
Term 4, 8th October 2020 
Greenhills is G.R.E.A.T.  

Grit, Respect, Effort, Adventure, Teamwork 

Term 4 - Week 1, 2020 
 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
 

WELCOME VICTORIA HARRIS 
 

At Greenhills we have been very fortunate to recruit many outstanding new members to our staff team. I would like to 

introduce our newest staff member who continues this tradition.   

 

Welcome Victoria Harris who is our Business Manager. Victoria brings significant experience to our team having worked at 

a range of local primary schools which is just as well as things will be very busy in our school office as we start to process 

refunds for events that haven’t happened this year e.g. swimming and start our budget planning for 2021!    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On behalf of our school, I want to say a big thank you to all our students, parents and carers for your continued resilience 

and support throughout this year. I know remote and flexible learning has not always been easy, but through our 

collective efforts, our students have continued to make valuable progress in their learning. You can be confident that our 

school will support any student who has fallen behind to catch up. 

Term 4 is important for every Greenhills student, and our teachers will strive to deliver high-quality learning for everyone. 

Our focus for Term 4 is on making sure that every student is supported in their wellbeing, learning and transition needs.  

 

Mental health and wellbeing 
 

Our highest priority will be the wellbeing, particularly the mental health, of every student and member of staff. This 

means effectively mobilising all available resources to support our most vulnerable students and enabling staff to access 

the relevant support services. 
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Learning and excellence 
 

Some of our students have thrived in the remote and flexible learning environment, others have maintained their learning 

progress, and some have fallen behind, despite their best efforts and those of their families and teachers. Our priority will 

be supporting both those who need it to catch up and those who have progressed to continue to extend their learning.  
 

 

Transitions 
 

We will make every effort to ensure successful transitions for children moving from kindergarten into Prep and the Grade 

6s moving into Year 7. This week we have started Our Prep 2021 Virtual “Experience Greenhills” sessions. The first session 

was an introduction to our school through story-time with one of our Prep Teachers Betty Hajichristou and over the next 

four weeks, our specialist teachers will introduce themselves to our new preps. 

 

We know some families are worried that their child may have to repeat a year due to the disruptions of coronavirus 

(COVID-19). There is little evidence to support the benefits of repeating a year to catch up. Instead, schools will use 

teaching strategies that draw on the best evidence available to help students meet their learning needs.   

 

Parents, families and carers can be confident that the best option for almost every child is to stay with their peer group, 

whether that is moving from kindergarten into Prep, moving from Grade 6 into Year 7 at secondary school, or students 

moving up any year level in between. 

 

Our school, working with you, has shown it can be flexible and adaptable in responding to the challenges of coronavirus 

(COVID-19) and will continue to meet student needs as we look towards the end of the 2020 school year and ahead to 

2021.  
 

Health and safety measures 
 

As on-site schooling resumes, we will continue to have in place strong measures to protect the health and safety of 

students, staff, families and the community. This includes staggering start and finish times, restricting parent access to 

school grounds and continued emphasis on hand hygiene and physical distancing where possible.  

I ask that all parents and carers take care and observe social distancing behaviour around our school gates and entrances 

each morning and afternoon. 
 

 

 

RETURNING TO SCHOOL…. 
 

Yes…only four more sleeps until school is back on-site! Our staff have been working with all students to start to get 

organised and prepare for Monday. This includes talking about all of the things that need to be ready the night before. 

This includes: 

 Drink bottle (at this stage, the drink taps are only for filling bottles not for drinking from). 

 Hat 

 Pencil case 

 Art smock 

 School device (to return if you have borrowed one) 

 Library books 

 School uniform items 

 Any other books or supplies that have been taken home and needed back at school 

 

The list is a bit like packing for a trip away and most likely the closest thing like that for a while! 

In this newsletter I have also included an article from Michael Grose around returning to school anxiety free. 
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1:1 iPad PROGRAM 2021 
 
 

Greenhills Primary School believes technology is a key component to living and learning in the 21st century.  During the 

events of this year, the requirement to move to Remote Learning, the growth of our students ability to use technology in 

a powerful way to enhance learning and the increased agency and independent learning skills our students have 

developed means that this has become more critical and important than ever before. 

 

As such we believe that moving to a 1:1 iPad program across all levels of the school would be the best direction for our 

school.  

 

iPads provide an efficient, cost-effective way to enhance opportunities for student learning in our classroom. Their ease of 

use, reliability and ability to engage with our specialist program and Seesaw are also significant factors in this decision to 

use iPads over netbooks or other devices. 

 

The potential to move to a whole school 1:1 program for next year is a very high priority for us. In terms of organisation 

and logistics from a school management point of view, this would be very feasible to achieve.  

We are seeking feedback from families around increasing our 1:1 program from just Year 5’s and 6’s to include all other 

year levels. These questions and feedback will then assist us to organise an information night (via Webex) for families 

before the end of October, so that we can potentially introduce this and begin the transition into 2021. 
 

 

PARENT REQUEST PROCESS FOR TRANSITION INTO 2021 
 
 

Even though we are just back for Term 4, our team have already begun the process of organising our school structure for 

2021. Considerations around the social, emotional, academic and physical needs of each of our students will form part of 

this process. Parents are able to make requests for consideration when placing their child into their 20201class. These 

requests will only be accepted in writing (including email) and must be received by Monday 26th October. Please note that 

requests with respect to specific teachers will not be considered.  

 

Our staff will use this information as part of all the different considerations taken when building our grades. These factors 

include the social, emotional, physical and academic needs of all students. It is a complex and time consuming task as we 

try to ensure that we set up the best possible structure for a successful 2021. During this entire process our decisions are 

always guided by one major factor and that is the best interests of our students.  

 

Details relating to the school organisation, classes of children and the allocation of teachers will be released to students at 

our “Meet and Greet” day on Friday 4th December.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

James Penson 

Principal   
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PARENT ASSOCIATION  
Greenhills Family Business  

Yellow Pages 
  
 
 

 
 
 
 

Does your family run a small business? Would you like your business to be promoted around our school 
community? We want to help! 
 
We know that Covid-19 is impacting small business greatly. We are hopeful that this initiative helps connect 
your business to families in our community who need your products or services. Win/Win! 
 

Send in your business card, flyer or just a paragraph of information about the service and/or products you 
provide to: sarah.leach@education.vic.gov.au 

 
 
 
 

 

mailto:sarah.leach@education.vic.gov.au
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FROM THE OFFICE 
 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

We are really excited to be welcoming all the students back onsite to School next week.  

We have a new face in the office – Victoria has joined the Administration team. 

If your child requires medication please remember to leave it at the office where you will be asked to fill in the relevant 

form. 

COVID-19 has affected many families financially and we are aware that this may apply to you. We want to reach out to 

say that if you require any financial assistance with school payments, please do not hesitate to call or email the 

Principal, James Penson. 

We are aware that some family school payments included events which have not or may not go ahead due to COVID-19. 

We would like to reassure those who have either paid family school payments upfront or in instalments that a credit will 

be made to their family account.  We are currently working on processing a credit note for events which did not take 

place and hope this will be done within the next couple of weeks.  

If you have any queries, please contact the office. 

 

 

ALL CHILDREN MUST BE WEARING HATS  

FROM THE START OF TERM 4 

 

 

 

Victoria, Anne, Nicole & Karen 

Administration  Team 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 OPERATING TIMES FOR TERM 4       

Monday – closed.  There will be no lunch orders or window sales available.  

 Tuesday – closed.  There will be no lunch orders or window sales available. 
 

Wednesday, Thursday and Friday – lunch orders and window sales as usual on these three 

days. 

 

 
 

Now available for children with special dietary requirements GLUTEN FREE No artificial colours or 

flavours Peters lemonade icy poles at $1 each.  These will only be available in Terms 1 and 4.  

 
Weekly homemade items will be for sale such as slices and biscuits  

ranging from 50 cents to $1. 
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Term 4 Hopes & Dreams   
 

Written by Zoe B, Masyn L and Caelan R  

 

As a last year of school, the expected situation for us was a normal year, but the global pandemic changed that for every-

one. Though the inconvenience during online learning did not come easily for all. Numerous activities and plans were either 

put on hold or cancelled. These small things, however, had the potential to ruin a student’s year. But the latest news and 

small rumours give these students the opposite reaction to give. Returning to school would have a bigger impact on Green-

hills students than anything else. 

 

When preps are at home, there is no chance of making new friends, or sitting down on the floor to listen to stories or even 

just being able to play around dressing up and being silly. But soon, when we go back to school, all of those things will be-

come an everyday excitement for them. The preppies of Greenhills will soon be back playing with their buddies, and learn-

ing how to read and write again. The biggest thing they need right now, when they can’t get the expected help from their 

teacher/s. 

 

Grade 1s are just as needed at school with their ardent attitudes and enthusiasm to play. While only using Webex for maths 

and literacy groups, the presence of friends around you is much more comforting and enjoyable, especially for the young 

ones. Through a screen, the usual show and tell and other fun activities usually taking place in the classroom don’t exist. But 

with the ability to be back in their usual classroom, it will not only benefit the children for a learning advantage, but their 

socializing and their competence in having fun. 

 

Grade 2’s are most happy playing with friends, they're keen and eager to socialise again and we’re all sure they want to get 

back in the classroom to continue normal learning where they left off. Although going back to school is a big change I guar-

antee they will be asking their teacher when’s our next Webex!   

 

Grade ¾’s still have a lot to learn until they reach grade 5/6, Grade 4 Camp is a setback for their Leadership and Teamwork 

skills but also the importance of having fun as well. All of us and them hope for the best next year. 

 

With graduation, high school transitions and orientations, end of year break ups and making the most of their time with 

their friends in their last year of primary school, term 4 is one of the most important times of the year for grade 6s, and do-

ing it all through Seesaw and Webex doesn’t create the memorable last term of primary school everyone had in mind. From 

missing out on inter school sports to the potential cancellation of graduation. The grade 6s need an interactive term to end 

their year. 

Though it’s not just the grade 6’s who are missing out on term 4. Grade 5 may not seem like a big deal, but with more and 

harder work, grade 5 leadership programs and their first year in 5/6 with a new grade and teachers coming up, the need of 

being at school with those opportunities is vital. 

 

So in a whole school point of view we can look forward to using the new hall for sport, STEAM, and foodtech, seeing our 

friends and teachers and working with our classes, having our awesome specialist classes and celebrating being together for 

the rest of the year 2020.  
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STUDENT OF THE WEEK  Term 4  Wk  1 PRESENTED AT ASSEMBLY 16th Oct 2020     

HERE ARE OUR SUPERSTARS for this week..  

 

 

 

          

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NAME CLASS REASON 

Harry T PBH 
Harry, you did such an amazing job with your Remote and Flexible learning. You always tried your best and 
put in 100 per cent effort. I am so proud to be your Prep teacher, you have come such a long way with your 
learning. Keep up the AMAZING effort sweetheart!!  

Zavien H 1KO 
For the enthusiasm and positivity he displays towards his learning. Zavien, you have been a superstar this 
year both in the classroom and during remote learning. It is wonderful to see how proud you are of your 
achievements and how much you want to keep on improving. Keep up your wonderful learning!  

Lois L 1LO 
For an awesome start to Term 4! Lois, you always give every learning activity a go and I love your enthusiasm 
during our Webex's. We are very lucky to have you in 1LO, keep it up superstar! 

Yat W 1RM 
For starting term 4 with positivity and a 'can do' attitude. Yat has made efforts to remain connected with 
classmates and is enthusiastic about returning to school. She is self motivated and gives everything a go. 

Eve O 2SH 
For your enthusiasm during Remote Learning, in particular our class and small group Webex sessions. Your 
consistent smile and positive attitude always help to brighten our day and you are always willing to share 
your thoughts and ideas with the group. Keep up the enthusiasm and interest in all you do Eve, well done! 

Jackson R 34B 
For starting term 4 with enthusiasm and a positive attitude. I've been so proud of how you have persisted 
throughout this year, whilst still sharing your ideas and connecting with the rest of 3/4B. I can't wait to see 
what you continue to achieve back in the classroom Jackson! 

Jemima G 34H 
For the awesome way that you participate in all activities with a big smile on your face. Your music video this 
week was great! You are a wonderful friend to others and always display kindness, enthusiasm and a positive 
attitude. You really are a superstar! 

Lauren W 34K 
For taking on feedback and finding ways to improve your work tasks, throughout Remote Learning. Your 
enthusiasm in creating ‘teacher videos’, was AMAZING, along with being so ‘tech savvy’. Looking forward to 
your positivity and excitement for learning, back in the classroom. 

Scarlett C 34S 
For your amazing attitude and enthusiasm during remote learning. You always tried your best and never gave 
up when the tasks and technology were challenging. I loved seeing all of your singing and dancing videos! 
Well done Scarlett.  

Andy J 34S 
Your positivity and enthusiasm is incredible and I always look forward to your webex meetings as you always 
have such amazing answers and insightful ideas to share. Keep up the amazing work Andy! 

Ben C 56E 
For your positive attitude and work ethic during remote learning. It was great to see the fun you were having 
in the 'Fun Tuesday' Lip Sync video. Well done Ben. 

Luke D 56S 
For the resilience and grit you demonstrated throughout Home Learning. Luke, you should be extremely 
proud of the way you maintained momentum and pushed yourself to reach your learning goals. Well done! 

Fletcher V ITALIAN 
For all your efforts and enthusiasm you have put into all your Italian learning activities. I am so proud of all 
your achievements in Italian. BRAVISSIMO! 



Mine Street, Greensborough VIC 3088 Phone. 03 9435 4181 Fax. 03 9432 0733 

Email: greenhills.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

 

 

 

 

This issue is returning as a hard copy, 

 and will be circulated next week at school. 
  

The catalogue can also be viewed online https://www.scholastic.com.au/

media/5692/bc_720.pdf 
 

To place your order, please visit: 

https://mybookclubs.scholastic.com.au/Parent/Login.aspx  

  

Orders will be delivered to school, and distributed to your child. 

 If you have any questions or queries, please contact: 

ghps.bookclub@gmail.com 

 

 

         

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Issue 7 is now available 

https://www.scholastic.com.au/media/5692/bc_720.pdf
https://www.scholastic.com.au/media/5692/bc_720.pdf
https://mybookclubs.scholastic.com.au/Parent/Login.aspx
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COMMUNITY ADVERTISING 
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