
Term 3, 27th August 2020 
Greenhills is G.R.E.A.T.  

Grit, Respect, Effort, Adventure, Teamwork 

Term 3 - Week 6, 2020 
 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
 

In these crazy and unpredictable times it is a GREAT idea to remember to focus on what we know!  We know this term has 

been unlike any other and our team is really looking forward to our students coming back to school as soon as they can. 

We know that it is getting harder, especially finding the motivation to get out of bed and into the daily routine. We also 

know that our world feels a bit smaller right now with the 5km radius in place.  

 

On the flipside of all of this we know that our students, families and staff are continuing to do a GREAT job. We know that 

our students amaze us each day with the way in which they have embraced this situation. We know that our families are 

all trying their very best each day and doing what they can when they can to support learning at home. We also know that 

our Year 6 leaders are continuing to meet together during this time (via Webex!) and are working hard on ways to ensure 

students can stay connected and involved with our school.  

 

I would like to use this forum to say how proud we are of this group of school leaders. It is a very difficult thing to try and 

lead in circumstances that are very different to what was expected. When our Year 6’s nominated for these important 

roles and were then selected and announced to the school, they had some grand plans for this year. At that stage we all 

didn’t know what our Covid19 school life would look like, but that hasn’t let it stop them. 

 

This group of students has continued to meet regularly with Mrs Rachel Emmerling and Mr David Symeonidis via Webex 

with a focus on maintaining and developing ways for these students to lead our school. It has looked a little different but 

they have kept presenting our SOW assemblies, worked hard to help keep the motivation of all students and most 

importantly set examples to their peers about how to be your best self during this time. 

 

They also had the idea of getting their leadership message out through our newsletter and I jumped at the chance to get 

some help! So stay tuned from next week when our school leaders will “take over” Contact! 

 

 

TRADITIONS, RITES OF PASSAGE AND PLANNING FOR TERM 4 AND BEYOND! 
 

With the end of the term not too far away, we have started to think about how we might ensure that the many Greenhills 

traditions can still be achieved. In many ways these are the “rites of passage” our students have through our school each 

year.  

 

Once again, these things may need to look a little different, but they are parts of 

life at our school that our students really look forward to. We will be trying our 

very best to keep these things in place or work through options to deliver 

something just as special. 
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Some of these key events and activities include:  

 

 School Photos: we continue to push the date back for our school photos and hope that there will be a day 

where the school photographer can be on-site. We are also looking at options where the photo can be 

taken individually and then combined as a whole class. 

 Year 4 Camp: given the timeframe for this much looked forward to camp, I don ’t think that schools will be 

able to hold camps before the end of this year. Whilst we can remain optimistic and have kept the booking, 

we will explore options for a Grade 5 camp in 2021 so that this cohort of students can still experience their 

first school camping experience.  

 Graduation – this is definitely one of the highlights of our school calendar. We will continue to wait for 

further advice, but in the event we are not permitted to have larger style gatherings, we will explore options 

such as individual class celebrations and combining whole cohort activities with the use of technology e.g. 

shared videos etc. 

 Transition – I know that our local high schools are working on ways for our Year 6’s to attend their new 

school prior to the end of this year. We have already pushed back our Prep Transition Program and plan to 

run smaller group sessions once we receive more advice following any lessening of the Stage 4 lockdown 

that is in place at the moment. 

 

 

If you have any ideas about these or other Greenhills traditions that have been impacted on during our lockdown, please 

let me know.  

 

 

 

Stay safe and stay GREAT 

 

 

 

 

James Penson 

Principal    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO THE FOLLOWING STUDENTS   

CELEBRATING THEIR BIRTHDAYS  

 

Katie B, Alasdair C, Abigail F, Hayden M 

Maddie L, Alfred R, Bailey S, Bayden F 
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FROM THE OFFICE 
 

Dear parents and guardians, 

COVID-19 has affected many families financially and we are aware that this may apply to you. We want to reach out to 

say that if you require any financial assistance with school payments, please do not hesitate to call or email the Principal, 

James Penson. 

The family statement outlining the status of your family school payments has been emailed out.  If you are on a 

quarterly instalment payment arrangement, please note that this statement is for your information only.  The third 

quarterly instalment for those who pay via Direct Debit has been processed, and those who self-manage these payments 

can do so through BPAY or QKR. 

If you are leasing a netbook for a Year 6 student and making term payments, the third payment is now overdue. If you 

have a Direct Debit agreement in place for these payments, this will be processed automatically. 

We are aware that some family school payments included events which have not or may not go ahead due to COVID-19. 

We would like to reassure those who have either paid family school payments upfront or in instalments that a credit will 

be made to their family account. Please note that this credit will not be processed until around the beginning of October 

2020 once events have been confirmed.  

 

If you have any queries, please contact the office. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anne Doolan  Nicole Pearson  Karen Heitzmann 

Administration Team 
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STUDENT OF THE WEEK  Term 3  Wk  6 PRESENTED AT ASSEMBLY on 4th Sept2020     

HERE ARE OUR SUPERSTARS for this week..  

NAME CLASS REASON 

Sebastian C Prep BH 
For your outstanding efforts in Maths! Seb, you amaze me every day with your efforts and your 
problem solving skills. I am so proud of you! Well done, Superstar! 

Declan H Prep SM 

Declan, I am so proud of the incredible effort you have put into Remote Learning. You tackle each task 
with so much enthusiasm! Well done for always challenging yourself and trying your hardest to work 
independently when you can. Your Seesaw recordings always bring a giant smile to my face! Keep up 
the amazing work superstar!  

Riley S 1KO 

For sharing his thinking and reasoning with all of his maths learning tasks. Riley, I love how you are 
making connections and sharing the strategies you are using when solving problems. Riley, you should 
be congratulated on everything you do, as you give it a go with a huge smile and full of enthusiasm. 
Superstar! 

Miller H 1LO 
Miller, I am so proud of everything you have been achieving this term. Your reading with expression 
absolutely blew me away! You are always trying your best and I love seeing what you post on Seesaw. 
Keep up the awesome work, superstar! 

Felix R 1ND 
For being a Webex superstar! Felix shows great energy and enthusiasm during our small teacher 
groups. He reads with confidence and is doing a fantastic job of adjusting his voice to add expression. 
Keep it up Felix! 

Tully S 1RM 
For the super effort he is making while learning at home. Tully gives everything a go, he is curious, asks 
questions and enthusiastic to learn new things as was demonstrated when he did his science 
experiment. Congratulations Tully! 

Matt W 2BR 

For the amazing attitude he displays towards every activity we complete during Remote Learning. You 
complete every challenge to the fullest and it is always a highlight to hear you share your work so 
passionately on Seesaw. Your videos definitely brighten up my day. Congratulations on your hard work 
Matt! 

Chelsea L 2SH 

Chelsea, I am super proud of you for the enormous effort and enthusiasm you are putting into your 
Remote Learning! Well done for challenging yourself and having a positive attitude towards all you do. 
I love hearing about your Remote experiences and the things you bring to share at our whole class 
catch ups. Your enthusiasm is contagious and your smile makes everyone around you feel happy too! 
Congratulations on being Student of the Week Chels! 

Bailey B 2TW 
Bailey, I am so proud of the way you are working and that you are getting onto the Webex to make 
sure you are completing all your work correctly. You are a SUPER STAR. Keep up the great work and 
keep smiling. 

Olivia L 34B 
For approaching your learning with maturity, enthusiasm and dedication. I love seeing you strive to do 
your best for every remote learning task that you complete and I am super proud of you for your effort 
and thoughtfulness. Keep spreading kindness and joy Liv, you make the world a better place to be! 

Lilly S 34D 
Lilly is an absolute superstar during our Webex conferences. She makes sure to always offer her ideas 
and opinions and always pays full attention to her peers and teacher. Keep it up, Lilly! 

Noah P  34H 
For your positive attitude and effort during Remote Learning. You always strive to do your best with 
everything that you do. I’ve especially been impressed with your fantastic welfare toolkit video and 
the wonderful song that you performed for literacy. You are awesome Noah! 

Summah K 34K 
For always giving things a go and doing your best, even when things may appear challenging. Summah, 
you are a superstar! You are to be congratulated for remaining positive and finding humour in 
situations, that is a GREAT mindset to have!  

Aimee K 34R 
Aimee the work you are producing during remote learning shows the commitment you have towards 
doing your best! You participate in all the learning and submit excellent work. Keep up the TOP effort! 

Joshua W 34S 
Joshua your enthusiasm for posting all your learning as well as amazing videos on seesaw is so great to 
see. Keep up the amazing work. I cannot wait to see what you do next!  

Makky O 56E 
I just love the videos you make when reading out your writing. Your opinion writing this week about 
fishing, was particularly entertaining. Well done Makky. 

Jacob N 5/6E 
Your commitment to your remote learning this term has been fantastic Jacob. I enjoy seeing your 
literacy and numeracy work each week. Keep up the fantastic work. 

Tahlia B 56M 
Tahlia has worked really hard getting used to the new system of remote learning and is doing amazing 
work. She is taking advantage of her skills with technology and doing some excellent videos for her 
classwork. Well done Tahlia. 

Milly F 56S 
For understanding that feedback is an important tool for improving your learning. Milly regularly seeks 
feedback and applies it to her learning tasks and can be counted on to apply daily written and verbal 
feedback. Keep it up! 
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PARENT PARTNERSHIPS  

 

Staying the course in COVID times by Michael Grose 

COVID-19 continues to test us in ways that were unimaginable at the start of 2020. It’s becoming the defining event of 

this generation and a reference point for decades to come. We’ve had depression kids, war kids and now we have 

COVID-19 kids. 

The impact of COVID-19 is felt differently across the country. Currently, Victoria is in Stage 4 lockdown while other states 

are on high alert. Not every student is working from home, but most students are COVID conscious, knowing that 

they’re only a corona cough or virus-filled hug away from remote learning. 

Encouraging kids to stay the course when they’ve been denied access to the classroom, peers and community activities 

is now a common parenting challenge. Denial is generally tolerable in the short term, but the novelty of changed 

circumstances soon wears off. The following strategies will assist both parents and kids to stay the COVID long course: 

Accept difficult emotions 

‘There’s nothing so bad that we can’t talk about, but there are behaviours that we won’t accept’ is a mantra that serves 

families well. It’s okay for children to feel frustrated, annoyed, angry or upset about their change of circumstances due 

to the pandemic but that doesn’t give them permission to behave disrespectfully, miss school requirements or fail to 

assist at home. It helps if parents validate how their children feel, then encourage them to focus on fulfilling school and 

family expectations. 

Encourage acceptance 

Some children and young people will protest the COVID induced changes that have been imposed upon them. In some 

respects, it may be admirable for children to push for a better deal, but the severity of the COVID-19 pandemic means 

that the individual needs to bend toward the greater community good. This is simply a case of accepting and making the 

best of the situation at hand. 

Take it one day and week at a time 

On family bush walks my young children would rarely complain when the tracks were windy. The complaint levels rose 

when paths were long and straight as the finish line seemed such a long way off. In a similar vein during our current 

times it’s smart to keep kids focused on getting through each day and week rather than look too far ahead. Six weeks of 

Stage 4 may seem intolerable, so it’s better to focus on getting through each day and week. 

Be the hope person 

Help children and young people understand that they will get through difficult times. “This too shall pass” is perhaps the 

most apt meme for our times. If your hope bucket is emptying out, seek out positive friends and relatives who can top it 

up. Our own resilience needs nurturing if we are to last the distance. 

The internal parenting manual that guides us probably doesn’t include chapters dealing with remote learning, lack of 

peer interaction and kids’ disappointment. Most of us are treading new parenting ground so it’s best to be open to 

change, accepting of difficulties and forgiving of inevitable parenting stumbles. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Roslyn Mackie 

(Home-School Partnerships Leader) 
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Greening Greenhills 
Banyule has a number of GREAT environmental online workshops and 

resources available to keep you connected to nature, at home. 

 

Insect Hotels – make a special hotel for the insects 

that live in your garden. 

 

 

Nature Bingo –three different sets of cards are 

available for different living environments. 

 

 

Nature Collage – find natural materials from the garden to make your own 

artwork. 

 

Permaculture Action Heroes – learn about 

permaculture with music, live illustration and a 

friendly chicken! 

 

Edible Weeds Expedition - discover more about the weeds growing around 

your yard that are safe and good to eat (* make sure an adult from your 

household watches this and assists with any weed identification!) 

 

You can find these activities and more at:  

https://www.banyule.vic.gov.au/Events-activities/Whats-on 
 

They are all free and available till Sunday 13th September. 

 

https://www.banyule.vic.gov.au/Events-activities/Whats-on
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COMMUNITY ADVERTISING 

 

 

 

         

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


