
Term 3, 3rd September 2020 
Greenhills is G.R.E.A.T.  

Grit, Respect, Effort, Adventure, Teamwork 

Term 3 - Week 7, 2020 
 

As promised last week, we interrupt this newsletter with a JSC News Break! 

 

 

 

JSC NEWS BREAK 
Welcome to the JSC and HC newsletter column!  It's better than the rest! 

This term the Junior School Councillors and House Captains have decided to make a column in the school newsletter and 
this week's topic is family fun activities. We will continue to contribute to the newsletter for the next few weeks. We hope 
you like it.     

These activities can be done with all your family, no matter what age. 

1. Make a time capsule - Put things that helped you and your family during this time or write a letter to yourself and 
bury it. Then open it in 5 years’ time. 

2. Family Baking- Bake some food with your family and maybe post it to seesaw 
3. Have a dance party- Turn up the music, let loose and DANCE!! 
4. Build an obstacle course- Use supplies from around your home and have everyone give it a try. 
5. FaceTime family members- Sit down as a family and FaceTime other family members. 
6. Play games- It could be a board game, video game, any game. 
7. Birdwatch- Go out the front or back of the house and see what birds you can spot. 
8. Get a pen pal- Write to a friend that lives in your neighbourhood or you could even write to someone overseas like 

a grandma or grandpa. 
9. Painting- Get out some art supplies and paint a family portrait together.   
10. Make a replica of a painting- With things you find around the house. 
11. Cook a meal for your family it could be anything from pasta to a salad. 
12. Make a fairy garden- Get some plants and some toys you find around the house and wait for the fairies to come. 
13. Make a veggie patch- find a spot to put your veggie patch, get seeds of your favourite veggies and water them 

regularly. 
14. Have a movie night with your family- Watch some of your favourite movies get some popcorn and enjoy. 
15. Make some slime- Get an adult to help you make a slime like oobleck which is made of corn-starch and water. Soo 

easy! 
16. Go garden camping- Pitch a tent on your lawn, get your camping stove going and toast some marshmallows. 
17. Build a fort- Find some old boxes or sheets and build an epic fort. 
18. Make your own board game- Use anything you like to make it and play it as a family. 
19. Have a puppet show- Make your own puppet and have them put on a show for the family. 
20. Do an experiment- Try out a cool science experiment. 
21. Try something new- Try anything that you have never done before and give it a go as a family. 
 
We hope you give our ideas a go and take a photo and post it too Seesaw. We would love to have some photos of you 
trying out these activities in next week's post. Have fun and remember to stay safe. 

Written by Isabelle N and Georgia L, two of your year 6 2020 Junior school councillors.         THANK YOU!  
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

GREAT work Isabelle and Georgia! As you can see or have just read! - student leadership and voice is more than just 

something we talk about at our school. It is deeply embedded in our culture and is part of our DNA. We will continue to 

support all of our students to develop their leadership and voice, however most importantly we also prioritise student 

agency. This can be described as students taking ownership and control of their learning. I hope you agree with me that 

Remote & Flexible Learning 2.0 is fast tracking and amplifying this work. Growth in the way our students are setting goals, 

using feedback, thinking about and then sharing their thinking and approaches to their learning and increasing their level 

of responsibility and independence has been very significant and something that we should all celebrate!    

 

SPRING IS IN THE AIR….. 

 

The weather has been a bit warmer and there are lots of signs that Spring has arrived. This is a time of the year that many 

of us really love and although we are still in lockdown, there is light…indeed longer daylight at the end of the tunnel.  

We have all worked really hard to get this far and with only a couple of weeks of term left we are in the final stretch. This 

last little part might really start to test the motivation and engagement of our students. It has been a long term and whilst 

we have all tried our best we would rather be at school than at remote learning from home. 

 

With this in mind and based on the very positive feedback from parents about our 1:1 Webex conferences last week, 

we will set these up again for the last week of this term (14th September to 19th September).  

 

Here are some examples of this feedback: 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to give you some feedback on the individual conference meetings this week. It’s 

been great for the students to have a one on one catch up with their teachers. It gave them an opportunity to talk 

about their work, what’s working for them and where they might require some extra help. More importantly, it was a 

great opportunity for the teachers to check in with everyone and see how they can support their students, academically 

and emotionally! This week’s time table (particularly Wednesday) was also great as the workload was a bit lighter and 

it gave the students, and parents, a chance to catch up on some work. I know that my girls managed to complete few 

unfinished Seesaw activities. Days like this would be quite beneficial and helpful on a more regular basis and in my 

opinion, every fortnight the school should look into swapping from small group meetings( which are also beneficial to 

feed off each other) to individual ones for the reasons I have previously outlined. Hopefully we won’t be in this position 

next term but in the meantime keep us the GREAT work! 

 

I don’t usually like to comment and am happy with how it’s all going. But I thought I would just send you a quick email 

to say all three of my children enjoyed their one on one conferences, it was wonderful for them to feel the teacher’s 

undivided attention was on them. The teachers are doing a great job both in these conferences and throughout the 

term also.  I’m not sure if it’s possible to do them frequently as I can see it would be very time consuming to do this all 

the time with each child.  

Thanks again to you and your team. We are very happy with the effort everyone is putting in with this remote learning 

2.0 Thanks  

 

The boys really enjoyed the 1:1 conferences this week. It made a big difference for their understanding and also to their 

morale. In a perfect world every second week would be great for 1:1 in my book. You are all doing such a great job in 

trying times!!!   

 

Just emailing with our experience with the individual conferences. Both of my children had very confident boosting 
conferences. Both children felt very proud of themselves and reenergised.  
I feel very blessed to have such amazing teachers. We appreciate everything the whole school is doing. Both children 
aren’t really interested in the whole class Webex’s but are very excited for the individual Webex.  
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TEACHER CATCH UP DAY YESTERDAY! 

I hope everyone had an interesting and engaging day yesterday with our special “Teacher Catch up Day” program that 

Mrs Hough and I organised. We thought that given it will be some time until we travel again, it could be fun to dream of 

travel and use this as our theme for the day.  

We certainly had our work cut out trying to get feedback to all students – but I think we got there in the end!  

I must admit it was fun organising the learning for the day with Mrs Hough but we were ready to hand the students back 

to their teachers at the end of the day! 

 

 
PARENT ASSOCIATION  

Greenhills Family Business  
Yellow Pages 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Does your family run a small business? Would you like your business to be promoted around our school community? We 
want to help! 
 
We know that Covid-19 is impacting small business greatly. We are hopeful that this initiative helps connect your business 
to families in our community who need your products or services. Win/Win! 
 

Send in your business card, flyer or just a paragraph of information about the service and/or products you provide to: 
sarah.leach@education.vic.gov.au 
 

 

Stay safe and stay GREAT. 

James Penson  

Principal  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO THE 

FOLLOWING STUDENTS  

CELEBRATING THEIR BIRTHDAYS  
 

 

Kayla G, Taysha H, Cameron T, Jacob D, 

Dempsey T, Amelia K, Luca G, Amelie CG, 

Sophie M, Joshua D & Paige W 

 

 

 

mailto:sarah.leach@education.vic.gov.au
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VISUAL ART - WEEK 4-6   

VINCENT VAN GOGH GALLERY 
 

Dear Greenhills Families 

We are excited to present the artworks created by our wonderful students over the past few 
weeks during Visual Art activities. We hope you enjoy your viewing in our virtual gallery and we 
are really appreciative of your continued support. 

Regards 

Andrea Williams & 
Sarah Leach 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FROM THE OFFICE 
 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

COVID-19 has affected many families financially and we are aware that this may apply to you. We want to reach out to 

say that if you require any financial assistance with school payments, please do not hesitate to call or email the Principal, 

James Penson. 

If you would like a copy of your family statement outlining the status of your family school payments , this can be 

requested by contacting the office or sending an email to greenhills.ps@education.vic.gov.au  

We are aware that some family school payments included events which have not or may not go ahead due to COVID-19. 

We would like to reassure those who have either paid family school payments upfront or in instalments that a credit will 

be made to their family account. Please note that this credit will not be processed until around the beginning of October 

2020 once events have been confirmed.  

If you have any queries, please contact the office. 

 

Anne Doolan  Nicole Pearson  Karen Heitzmann 

Administration Team 
 

 

 

 

 

https://clickv.ie/w/DSro
https://clickv.ie/w/DSro
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PARENT PARTNERSHIPS  
Parent Partnerships – Webinar Opportunities 
 
The Parenting During COVID-19 
 
The Parenting During COVID-19 program is evidence based and is aimed to provide education on strategies to deal with 

isolation, change, relationships, and mental health concerns.  

Mental Health Professionals who have extensive experience in these areas and are accredited Mental Health First Aid 

Instructors for adults, teen and youth will deliver the content of this webinar. 

 

 
 

Managing the Coronacoaster – Tips for building resilient families 
  
To help parents and carers build family resilience in these difficult times, the Department is presenting a free webinar by 

renowned child psychologist Dr Michael Carr-Gregg on September 15th. This webinar will give families some practical 

skills, knowledge and strategies for managing the lockdown period and remote learning. 

This webinar will be taking place online. You will be sent a link on the day of the event to watch it, via the email address 

you supply. This webinar is sponsored by the DET and was booked out the last time it was run recently. 

Please note that this event will be delivered live only and won't be recorded. 

 

Click on this link to register: 

 
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/managing-the-coronacoaster-tips-for-building-resilient-families-registration-

117927100131    

 

Roslyn Mackie 

(Home-School Partnerships Leader) 

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/managing-the-coronacoaster-tips-for-building-resilient-families-registration-117927100131
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/managing-the-coronacoaster-tips-for-building-resilient-families-registration-117927100131
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STUDENT OF THE WEEK  Term 3  Wk  7 PRESENTED AT ASSEMBLY on 4th Sept2020     

HERE ARE OUR SUPERSTARS for this week..  

NAME CLASS REASON 

Arjay S Prep BH 
Arjay I love your enthusiasm during our whole grade Webex. You are always so positive and happy. The joke you 
shared with our grade today was so funny. Keep smiling sweetie. Love having you in Prep BH.  

Eliza K Prep BJ 
For the incredible effort you are putting into your Remote Learning. Eliza, Miss Draper and I are SO proud of 
everything you are achieving at home with both your reading and your writing. You are sounding out words 
beautifully and your confidence is growing! I am blown away with your efforts beautiful girl, keep it up! 

Jayden H  Prep SM 
Jayden, I am so proud of the enormous effort and enthusiasm you put into all Remote Learning tasks! You have 
been such a star at recording yourself 're-telling' the Big Book Fairytales. I love listening to the detail and expression 
in your voice. Keep up the amazing work superstar, I am so proud of you! 

Jeana B 1KO 
Jeana for working so hard in her reading groups and using lots of good decoding strategies to help her with tricky 
words. You are doing an amazing job Jeana! Well done. 

Kilian G 1LO 
For the incredible editing you did to make your narrative story even more exciting! You are doing a GREAT job 
during Remote and Flexible Learning, Kilian. I always look forward to seeing the work you post on Seesaw. Keep up 
the awesome work, superstar! 

Ryan D 1ND 
For working hard to improve his writing this term. Ryan has listented to feedback and is including more detail in 
each piece he writes. In addition, he is also producing some beautiful handwriting. Well done Ryan!  

Lana N 1RM 

For the incredible effort, she is making with her Remote Learning. Lana is giving everything a go, meaning 
sometimes she has to bravely step out of her comfort zone. The work she presents is always of a high standard and 
demonstrates the time and care she has taken with its beautiful presentation. You are an awesome worker Lana, 
congratulations! 

Dakota C 2BR 
Dakota, the pride you are showing towards your work and the effort you put in each day is amazing. I love the daily 
videos I receive from you explaining what yo have done and you always blow me away with how you explain what 
you have learnt. You should be so proud of yourself Dakota! 

Ava W 2SH 

For the massive amount of enthusiasm and enjoyment you show in your learning activities each and every day! Ava 
it is always a joy to watch your Seesaw videos, showing how much fun you are having with your learning and all the 
exciting things you have made and discovered. Keep up the enthusiasm, you put a smile on my face every day just 
knowing the enjoyment you are having at home and all the learning that is being done! Well done superstar! 

Keira D 2TW 
Kiera, you always impress me with your enthusiasm towards everything you do. You are really putting in a great 
effort with your work and I am super impressed with your information report. Great job turning your dot points 
into sentences.  

Nicholas Z 34B 
Nicholas, I am very impressed by the growth in your organisation and effort this term! I love seeing the thought you 
put into your learning and I can see you taking on board feedback and reflecting on your learning goals. Keep up 
the awesome work superstar, I can't wait to see what you achieve next! 

Lea C 34D 
It has been a strange start to Greenhills for Lea! Even though she has only met her classmates virtually, she 
participates enthusiastically during conferences and is always up for a laugh! You are already bringing so much joy 
to our class, we can’t wait to meet you in person! 

Sasha W  34H 
For your impressive reading via Webex. You read clearly with confidence and expression, and successfully shared 
your understanding of the text. Well done Sasha! 

Lily Th 34K 
Lily, you are to be congratulated for the amazing effort and commitment you have shown throughout Remote 
Learning, especially your completion of all the SeeSaw tasks. Your enthusiasm and participation during our Webex 
sessions also is a highlight of my day. Keep up the GREAT work! 

Hayden M 34R 
Hayden is doing an exceptional job learning at home. He is completing all the fun learning tasks he is set to an 
excellent standard. Hayden is also a frequent contributor to our Webex lessons. Awesome job Hayden! 

Zoe B 56E 
Zoe, I am so impressed with your outstanding work ethic and commitment to learning work during term 3. You are 
always highly organised and are managing your time in a way that allows you to complete tasks. Keep up the 
fantastic effort Zoe.  

Taylan T 56F 
For his outstanding efforts while remote learning. Taylan I so proud of the work you are submitting and your ability 
to manage your schedule. Keep it up super star!  

Gabrielle L 56M 
Gabby has been a real remote learning star during term 3. She is completing all her tasks and looking for ways to 
challenge herself in other ways. You're doing really well this year Gabby, keep it up.  

Georgia K 56S 
For being an active member of Webex conferences. Georgia, thank you for always being prepared and willing to 
share your thoughts, ideas and understandings. Keep it up!  

Maia B 
(2TW) 

ART 
Maia has been working so hard on her Visual Art activities during remote learning. She always strives to do her very 
best and I was very impressed by how much detail she included in here still life vase of flowers. Well done Maia and 
keep up that terrific effort. 

Tyra K  
(PSM) 

MUSIC 
Tyra, I have loved seeing your posts during Remote Learning. You have completed all tasks with such skill and 
enthusiasm. I also have enjoyed seeing you work with other members of your family. You are a talented young 
performer. Bravo! 
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COMMUNITY ADVERTISING 

 

 

 


