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Term 1 - Week 5, 2020 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
I must admit, I get excited when I see the improvement and growth in our students as writers. During my visits to classrooms over the 

past couple of weeks, it has been very pleasing to see such high levels of engagement and focus on a variety of writing genres 

including persuasive texts. An example of this is talking with students in a Year 3/4 classroom. They were able to clearly articulate the 

intention of the writing lesson, why they were learning this and how they could measure their success with it. 

Here are some examples: 
 
What is your learning intention? 

“To identify the structures and features of a persuasive text”. 

“Right now I am annotating my work to identify things that help it to be more persuasive”. 

 

Why are you learning this? 

“To help us understand different persuasive devices and structures and how we can then write better and more persuasive arguments”. 

 

How do you know that you are being successful? 

“If you can identify the purpose of a persuasive piece such as the OREO (opinion, reason, evidence, opinion) in a paragraph and find and 

highlight the specific structures”. 

 

When I hear responses such as this, I reflect back to my own time at primary school and am amazed at how far we have come in 
education since then. I don’t think I ever took the time or was provided with the opportunity to develop an understanding of what I 
was learning and why I was learning it! 
 

WHAT’S HAPPENING @ GREENHILLS 2020 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday 28th February Year 5 & 6 Interschool Sport 

Year 1 & 2 Swimming lessons 

3pm Whole School Reflection (No Assembly) 

Monday 2nd March 6.45pm School Council – Staffroom 

Tuesday 3rd March 7pm Parent Association Meeting – Staffroom 

Friday 6th March Year 5 & 6 Interschool Sport 

Year 1 & 2 Swimming lessons 

3pm Assembly 

Tuesday 10th March – Friday 13th March Year 6 Camp 

Friday 13th March Year 1 & 2 Swimming lessons 

3pm Whole School Reflection (No Assembly) 

Thursday 19th March Student Led Conferences  

(Students only attend school for the duration of their conference). 

Friday 20th March Year 5 & 6 Interschool Sport 

Year 1 & 2 Swimming lessons 

3pm Assembly 

PA BBQ 

Monday 23rd March House Athletics Carnival 

Wednesday 25th March Cybersaftey workshops & presentations for students and Parent Night 

Friday 27th March Last day of Term 1 

Year 5 & 6 Interschool Sport 

2pm Assembly 

2.30pm finish 
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HALL REFURBISHMENT PROJECT UPDATE 

 

There are very visible signs of progress with our Hall Refurbishment Project and all is still on track for a completion date of May 22nd. 

Over the next few weeks we will see the roof trusses and windows being installed.   

This means that we should be able to move in by the end of term ready for the second half of the year. Now that the frame is up, it is 

clear to see the space take shape.  
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JUNIOR SCHOOL COUNCIL LEADERS 
Well done and congratulations to all of those students who were elected to represent their class on the Junior School Council. A 

GREAT sign for our school was the large number of students in each class who were willing to nominate and put their hand up for 

these positions. This highlights that we have a strong school culture of students willing to step up, be strong role models and 

ultimately wanting to make a positive difference.  

 

I am really looking forward to seeing the work of our JSC in action throughout this year. 

ASSEMBLY ARRANGEMENTS 
As our hall refurbishment continues, we will hold our fortnightly assemblies through a live stream on You Tube. This is filmed out of 

the Library and students across the school can log in at 3pm to watch and listen from their classrooms.  

Parents are able to attend individual classrooms or the Library to watch assemblies. This way you can still be there to see your child 

being awarded Student of the Week or one of the Specialists awards. These are always outlined in CONTACT in the week/s before each 

assembly.  

Whilst this has been an effective solution without access to our hall we do look forward to hosting regular assemblies as a whole 

school again later in Term 2.  

STUDENT LED CONFERENCES 
This is a reminder that our Student Led Conferences will be held on Thursday 19th March. On this day, students only attend school for 

the duration of their conference. These are 15 minutes each and they will run between 8.45am and 6.45pm. Booking are now open via 

the Sentral Parent Portal. They will close on Tuesday 17th March. 

 

SCHOOL COUNCIL ELECTION & ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
Our School Council election closes today at 4pm. After I count the votes tomorrow, I will announce the results via email. 

 

Next Monday 2nd March at 6.45pm, we will hold our first school council meeting for 2020. This is where office bearers such as School 

Council president will be elected. School Council meetings are held in the staffroom. 

At this meeting we will also establish our sub-committee structure and schedule for this year. 

These committees are open to all members of our school community to join and where the work of School Council is actually done. It 

is great to have a mix of parents and carers from across the school on each of these. All of our school council members also serve on at 

least one of these sub-committees. I will outline the role of each sub-committee in the newsletter next week along with the time and 

dates for the meetings which are twice per term). 

STUDENT INSURANCE 

This is a reminder to all parents and carers that the Department does not provide personal accident insurance for students. Parents 

and guardians are responsible for paying the cost of medical treatment for injured students, including any transport costs. These costs 

may be recoverable where an injury is caused by the negligence (carelessness) of the Department, a school council or their employees 

or volunteers. 

Student accident insurance policies are available at a reasonably low cost from commercial insurers. 

These cover a range of medical expenses not covered by Medicare or private health insurance. I encourage all families to investigate 

these options and make a decision that suits your needs and requirements. I also encourage everyone to ensure that their ambulance 

membership is up to date. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

James Penson   

Principal 
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Happy Birthday to the following students celebrating their birthdays: 

Arjay S, Opal B, Elouise P, Zoe L, Autumn B, Jayden W, Blake O, 

Andrew L, Reed G, Oliver Z, Kate M 

 

 

WHAT’S HAPPENING @ GREENHILLS  Teaching and Learning 
Don’t forget to check out the Blogs 

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN PREP?     http://prepsatgreenhills.global2.vic.edu.au/   

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN GRADE 1   http://greenhillsgrade1.global2.vic.edu.au    

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN GRADE 2   http://greenhillspslevel2.global2.vic.edu.au/  

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN GRADE 3  & 4 http://grade34ghps.global2.vic.edu.au  

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN GRADE 5 & 6  http://grade56l.global2.vic.edu.au/ 

 

Developing Home-School Partnerships 

Research shows that families, parents and carers have the first and most significant influence on their children ’s learning and 

development and play a pivotal role in helping them succeed at school and being confident and articulate learners.  

Building and maintaining strong links between families and our school is therefore important in terms of establishing positiv e 

outcomes for students.  

At Greenhills, we are aware that schools are not just places where students acquire academic skills, but also help students t o 
become more resilient in the face of adversity, feel more connected with the people around them, and encourage them to aim 
higher in their aspirations for their future.  
To promote students’ wellbeing, Greenhills aims to encourage all parents to be more involved with their children ’s interests and 
concerns, show interest in their school life, and be more aware of the challenges children face at school.  
 
What would you like to know more about? 

Please send me an email on mackie.roslyn.l@edumail.vic.gov.au with any feedback on any of the Developing Home-School 

Partnerships articles in past issues of ‘Contact,’ and/or suggestions of future topics on which you would like me to research and 

present expert advice.  

 

Roslyn Mackie  

(Home-School Partnerships Leader) 

http://prepsatgreenhills.global2.vic.edu.au/
http://greenhillsgrade1.global2.vic.edu.au/
http://greenhillspslevel2.global2.vic.edu.au
http://greenhillspslevel2.global2.vic.edu.au/
http://grade34ghps.global2.vic.edu.au
http://grade56l.global2.vic.edu.au
http://grade56l.global2.vic.edu.au/
mailto:mackie.roslyn.l@edumail.vic.gov.au
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PLEASE READ…FROM THE OFFICE   2020 

Dear Parents/Guardians,   

Please read the following important information and reminders : 
 

Grade 6 Anglesea Camp (Tuesday 10 to Friday 13 March 2020) 
Balance payment is due by 28 February.  

Family School Payments 2020 – DUE 2nd March 2020 

If you have not paid your child’s school payments or made other payment arrangements e.g. term instalments, please ensure payment 
is made by 2nd March 2020.  School Payment Form for 2020 was sent home term 4 2020. Information relating to school payments can 
be found on the school’s website (www.greenhillsps.vic.edu.au) under notices and forms. 

Split Family School Payments – If you require family payments to be divided between parents/guardians, please contact the 

school to arrange this. 

 

Camps, Sport, Excursions Fund 2020 – CSEF is available to eligible families in 2020. If you received CSEF in 2019, you do not 

need to reapply! Only complete an application if you are applying for the first time at this school. For further information regarding 
CSEF or financial assistance, please refer to the following link;   
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/going-to-school/Pages/school-costs.aspx   
Please contact the office if you require a CSEF application form.  

Nb. If you are a recipient of CSEF, remember to write this on the School Payment form. 

 
Afternoon Messages  
We offer this service for urgent messages only and we ask that you call the office before 3:00pm where possible. 
 

Student Accident Insurance  
Parents are to be reminded that the Department of Education does not provide accident insurance for students. Parents and guardians 
are responsible for paying the cost of medical treatment for injured students, including any transport costs.  

Student accident insurance policies are available from some commercial insurers. These cover a range of medical expenses not 
covered by Medicare or private health insurance. 
 

Confidential Student Information/Medical Updates – It is very important that you keep us informed of any changes 

relating to your child’s personal details. So please notify us immediately of any modifications relating to family/student details; 
emergency contacts, medical, address and in particular phone numbers and email addresses.  
 

Family Emails Contacts 
As most correspondence is emailed out to families frequently during the year, including our newsletter, activity notices and messages 
from the school, it is important that email details are kept up to date. If you are not receiving information from the school, please let 
us know. 
 

Smart Phone Apps – Down load now! 
 

QKR app (MasterCard app) – The QKR app allows you to conveniently & securely make payments using your smart phone. 

Contact the school if you require assistance. 
 

Sentral support – View the link below for Parent Portal & App support. 

https://www.sentral.com.au/solutions/im-a-parent/ 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Kate Reade, Nicole Pearson, Anne Doolan & Karen Heitzmann 

School Administration Team 

http://www.greenhillsps.vic.edu.au
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/going-to-school/Pages/school-costs.aspx
https://www.sentral.com.au/solutions/im-a-parent/
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PARENTS ASSOCIATION 

 

Why are family-school partnerships important? 

Families are the first educators of their children and they continue to influence their children’s learning and development during the 
school years and long afterwards. At Greenhills we have an important responsibility in helping to nurture and teach future generations 
and families trust our school to provide educational foundations for their children’s future. At the same time, we recognise the 
primary role of the family in education. This is why it is important for families and Greenhills staff to work together in partnership.  

Research demonstrates that there is a correlation between parent engagement in student learning and their educational success. 
Effective schools have high levels of parental and community involvement. If you want your child to improve their learning, take an 
interest and be involved in what they are doing. This involvement relates to improved student learning, attendance and behaviour.  

The results of this effort will be significant. Families that understand the education system and the difficulties schools face are a 

valuable source of support. Greenhills aims to engage families in their children’s learning because we value their rich source of 

information and expertise and understand the importance to build communities. We acknowledge that families and schools work 

together as partners in the education of our students. 

Principles that underpin effective Family-School Partnerships 

1. All families and schools want the best for their children. 

2. All children have the right to the opportunity to reach their full potential. 

3. Families are the first and continuing educators of their children. 

4. Greenhills provides a nurturing and supportive learning environment. 

5. Families and our school value quality teaching and respect teachers’ professional expertise. 

6. Families and our school value the diversity of families and use this as a resource for building partnerships and communities. 

7. Family-school partnerships based on mutual responsibility, respect and trust. 

8. Leadership is critical to building, maintaining and renewing partnerships. 

9. Family-school partnerships improve student motivation and learning. 

10. Family-school partnerships strengthen the connections between schools and their communities.  

     

What is the Greenhills Parents Association? 

PA is a formal sub-committee of School Council. Our School Council needs to endorse the proposed list of fundraising events each 

year. The most important role of the PA each year is to continue to build a strong home school partnership. This starts with our sense 

of belonging to our school and embracing our unique and diverse community. As such not all events need to have a fundraising; 

agenda and can focus on community building instead. 

We need to grow our PA from a handful of eager parents to a large team of willing and enthusiastic helpers, especially this year as we 
have our Spring Fair on the 18th October. PA members participate in and support our fundraisers and community events and 
volunteer their time, expertise and enthusiasm to help coordinate and assist with many school activities. Every part that parents play, 
no matter how large or small makes a huge positive impact on our overall success. 
There are many opportunities and ways that parents can help. Even if it is only once a year, we really appreciate it. Greenhills staff and 
parents are all here to support one another, no matter how big or small the job. Our values to success are communication, dedication, 
enthusiasm, support and (most of all) fun. 

 
We Need You!  
We welcome anyone in our school community to get involved in PA. It is such a great opportunity to meet new people, support one 
another and make a positive difference to our children’s school environment and experience. 

 
We need someone or a small team of people to coordinate our Spring Fair.  
Everyone leads busy lives so the PA stands by the idiom, ‘Many hands make light work.’ 
 
 
 

Please come to our next PA meeting in the staffroom on Tuesday 3rd March 7pm in the staff room.  
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STUDENT OF THE WEEK  Term 1 Wk. 4 - PRESENTED AT ASSEMBLY on 6th March 2020 

 

Greenhills is recycling old mobile phones 
We now have a Mobile Muster collection box at the school office.  Mobile Muster transforms the components 
from mobile phone waste into valuable materials for reuse.  You can watch this video to see what happens. 

If you have any redundant mobile phones laying around (even old fossil flip phones!) please bring them to 
school and drop them in the green box!   Please leave batteries inside phones. 

What is accepted?  

 All makes and models of mobile phones 

 Mobile phone batteries       

 Mobile chargers and accessories     

 Mobile wireless internet devices 

 Smart watches and fitness trackers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NAME CLASS REASON 

Thomas R Prep BH 
For your sensational start to grade Prep! Thank you for always being kind, friendly and helpful to other 
students in our grade. Keep it up Superstar! 

Grace P Prep BJ 
For the way you are coming into our classroom all on your own with a big beautiful smile on your face! 
I am so proud of you! Keep being a Prep superstar, I can't wait to see what you achieve! 

Wilbur H Prep SM 
For walking into the classroom with a huge smile on your face every day! I love how you are always 
tidying our classroom and making sure it stays as beautiful as possible. Keep up the amazing work 
Wilbur! 

Stefan T 34B 
For being an outstanding leader in the classroom. You are a wonderful role model and can always be 
counted on to contribute to discussions and try your best. I've particularly loved hearing your opinions 
on persuasive texts. Keep being the super star and leader that you are, Stefan! 

Eve P 34H 
For being such a ray of sunshine and bringing so much happiness to our classroom. Your positivity, 
energy and enthusiasm are contagious. Thank you for being such a helpful class member and a 
wonderful role model and leader for your new classmates. You are AMAZING Eve! 

Ethan O 34K 

Ethan, you are to be congratulated for your smooth transition into a new school environment. You 
have embraced the Greenhills values from day one! You are a most considerate, inclusive and helpful 
classmate, who delivers the best work possible at all times. You are an exemplary role model for your 
peers. 

Katerina P 34R 
Katerina your friendly attitude and willingness to give everything a go is to be celebrated. 
Congratulations on your excellent JSC speech. You are a natural role model within our class. 

Zoe A 34S 
For your positive attitude towards school. It is so great to see your enthusiasm towards your learning. 
We are so lucky to have you in 3/4S! 

Lucille V 56E 
For your positive attitude towards school and the effort you put into all your work. You are a 
wonderful role model who helps and supports others. Keep up the great work Lucille. 

Jack N 56F 
For way you have overcome the transition to grade 5 with such a positive attitude. I'm so glad you're 
happy and settled. Well done super star! 

Harry K 56J 
For settling in to Grade 5/6 so well. You have overcome your nerves and are doing a fantastic job of 
making new friends! Way to go Harry! 

Callum D 56S 
For your smooth transition into Grade 6. You always make positive contributions to class discussions 
and regularly go out of your way to help others. Keep it up! 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mobilemuster.com.au%2Frecycling%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cgreenhills.ps%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7C31689ec72e324d4561d608d7b4bfa463%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637176607519446815&sdata
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STUDENT OF THE WEEK  Term 1 Wk. 5 - PRESENTED AT ASSEMBLY on 6th March 2020 

Junior School Council 
It was wonderful to see our Grade 3/4's proudly receive their JSC badges at Assembly last Friday and the Grade 1/2's receive their 
badges at a special presentation on Monday morning this week. Grade 1-4 JSC representatives will attend their first official JSC 
meeting next Monday with the Grade 5/6 Student Leaders. 

At our Student Leadership Meeting during Monday lunchtime this week, students nominated and voted for a President, Secretary and 
Treasurer. Congratulations to the following students who were elected by their peers: 
 
President - Masyn L 

Secretary - Izzy N 

Treasurer - Phenix C 
 
Congratulations everyone! 

 

       
Mrs Rachel Emmerling, Mr David Symeonidis and Miss Tegan Smith 
Junior School Council Leaders 

NAME CLASS REASON 

Logan T Prep BH 
Logan thank you for being such a caring and thoughtful person in our Grade. Your smile brightens up 
my day.  

London K Prep BJ 
London, you are such a wonderful role model in PBJ and we are so lucky to have you in our class. You 
always look out for your friends and are willing to help anyone with anything! Keep up your amazing 
work! 

Jett K  Prep SM 
Jett, you are such a thoughtful and caring class member. Thank you for always looking out for your 
friends in Prep SM! Keep up the amazing work buddy!  

 1/2’s None due to Swimming 

Eve M 34B 
For showing a growth mind set and believing in yourself! I'm especially impressed by the effort you’re 
putting into your maths and how you are sharing your thoughts during reading. You are capable of 
anything you set your mind to Eve! 

Tyler B 34D 
Tyler is an excellent role model in 3/4D. He always actively listens to his peers, offers encouragement, 
and contributes to class discussions. We are very lucky to have you in our class, Tyler! 

Willow C 34H 
For being an AWESOME 3/4H class member! You are such a wonderful grade 4 role model. You have 
such a positive attitude to all classroom activities. You are always so happy, polite, friendly and 
enthusiastic, and your behaviour is excellent! You are a Super Star! 

Brody B 34R 
Brody it's clear to see what a friendly, kind, fun person you are. You deserve a clap for the way you try 
your hardest to achieve your goals and complete our class tasks.  

Logan T 34S 
For being so enthusiastic about your learning! It is so great to see you sharing your thoughts with your 
classmates and doing your best in everything that you do. 

Xavier D 56E 
You are off to a great start in your Grade 5 year Xavier. You work extremely hard in class and complete 
all tasks to the best of your ability. Kept up the fantastic work and positive attitude. 

Ava R  56F 
For applying her knowledge gained with Mrs Draper in our class literacy sessions. Ava I am so proud of 
how hard you are working in reading. Keep it up superstar.  

Abbey F 56J 
For her consistent hard working attitude. You are always ready to learn and give everything 100%! 
Keep up the amazing work! 

Ainara F 56M 
Ainara has had a fantastic start to the year. She has been doing some amazing writing and math work 
that shows her skills strengthening. Her Grade 6 camp front cover entry will be hard to beat.  

Katie B 56S 
For being a dedicated mathematician, especially during teacher groups. Kate, it's great to see you using 
strategies and asking questions. Keep it up! 

Milla B - 3/4 D ART 
For the wonderful progress you have made with your self-portrait. The way in which you have 
sketched each feature and coloured your face, demonstrates your ability to practice and refine your 
technique. Well done Milla and keep up the amazing work. 

Emma T - 1LO MUSIC 
Emma you are to be commended for the way you are so focussed in music lessons. I was impressed by 
the way you remembered songs learnt last year and the way you sang and played games in class. Keep 
up your great effort! 

Isla T - Prep SM PE 
For the fantastic start that you have made to Physical Education at Greenhills. You lead the way when 
it comes to following our rules and routines, and display our values at all times. Keep it up, Isla!  
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VISUAL ART ROOM REQUESTS 
Newspapers 
We would love it if people could bring in old newspapers to the art room over the next few weeks as 
we are short on supplies and life in the room is about to get messy. If you can just bring newspapers 
rather than junk mail catalogues as they are normally too small. If you can help please drop them up 
to the art room during the week.  

Ice cream & large yoghurt containers 
If you have any spare containers, please donate them to the art room. 

 
Thanking you in anticipation 

 

   

 

Andrea Williams & Sarah Leach 
VISUAL ART SPECIALISTS 

 

SCHOOL CANTEEN 

Now available for children with special dietary requirements GLUTEN FREE No artificial colours or flavours Peters lemonade icy 

poles at $1 each.  These will only be available in Terms 1 and 4.  

 

OPERATING TIMES FOR TERM 1        

   

Monday – closed.  There will be no lunch orders or window sales available.  

Tuesday – closed.  There will be no lunch orders or window sales available. 

Wednesday, Thursday and Friday – lunch orders and window sales as usual on these three days. 

 

Volunteers are desperately needed to help in the canteen. You can volunteer for only one day per term if you wish. If you are 

interested in helping out (you are only required for approximately 1 hour on any day), please go to www.carebookings.com.au, 

type in the parent code "JGU9L" and enter the day(s) that you would be interested in helping.  

 

 

 

Miriam Pekolj   

Canteen Manager   

 

LIBRARY   

The library is looking for some help if you have a spare half hour or one hour at the end of the day to 
return books to the shelves. I am usually here on Tuesdays and Thursdays but you can do this task 
whilst waiting to pick up your children on any day of the week. Unfortunately, we cannot 
accommodate younger siblings as there may be classes in the Library at the same time. 

Please call me via the office first if you'd like to contribute in this way so I can explain what is required. 

 

 

Michelle Arthur   
Library Technician 
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INTERSCHOOL SPORT  

Friday 28th February, 2020 
 

Greenhills A VS Apollo Parkways A – AWAY 

 

Greenhills B VS Sacred Heart – HOME      

 

 

COMMUNITY SPORTING ACHIEVEMENTS 

If your child achieves something special (grand final win, most valuable player award, best and fairest etc.), please email 
me (daley.jordan.w@edumail.vic.gov.au) through photos (just make sure these photos only contain students from 
Greenhills PS) to post in Contact.  

It is important to celebrate and recognise such successes with the school community. 

 

REBEL COMMUNITY KICKBACKS PROGRAM 

Greenhills Primary School is involved in the Rebel Community Kickbacks Program  

What can you do to help Greenhills primary School benefit from this program?  

Staff, family and friends can link the school to their Rebel Active Loyalty Program account and 
instantly start earning credits. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank-you   

Jordan Daley 

 

   

 

Time: Sport: Venue: 

9.30am-10.30am 
approx. 

Basketball Apollo Parkways PS 

Volleyball Apollo Parkways PS 

Hot Shots Apollo Parkways PS 

Rounders Apollo Parkways PS 

Cricket Marngrook Oval, Diamond Creek 

Time: Sport: Venue: 

9.30am-10.30am 
approx. 

Basketball Greenhills PS 

Volleyball Greenhills PS 

Hot Shots N/A 

Rounders Greenhills PS 

Cricket Greensborough Park 

mailto:daley.jordan.w@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Community / Sporting Events Advertising 
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Community / Sporting Events Advertising 
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Community / Sporting Events Advertising 
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Community / Sporting Events Advertising 
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Community / Sporting Events Advertising 
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Community / Sporting Events Advertising 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


